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13 October 2012 - International Day for Disaster Reduction

In 2012, the IDDR will be observed on October 12 (Friday).

Organized by:

Himachal Pradesh State Disaster Management Authority (HPSDMA)

in collaboration with
District Disaster Management Authorities (DDMAs)
of all districts of Himachal Pradesh



Samarth 2012: A Brief Introduction

It was the month of August, 2011 when the Himachal Pradesh State Disaster Management
Authority (HPSDMA) decided to join the global community on DRR and to observe the
International Day of Disaster Reduction (IDDR). The Authority laid out a plan to organize a
statewide Mass Awareness Campaign on Disaster Risk Reduction and named the Campaign as
‘Samarth’, which means “capable” in English. Through ‘Samarth 2011’, the HPSDMA targeted
different sections of the society and organized various capacity building events for students,
teachers, media, hospitals, volunteers and the community at large. A range of I.E.C. material
was developed and disseminated to enhance the understanding, awareness and sensitization
about disasters and their management while focusing on preparedness.

Capitalizing on the success of ‘Samarth 2011’, the HPSDMA aims to organize a more effective,
innovative and participatory Campaign in the year 2012. In order to achieve the objectives of
‘Samarth 2012’, it is very crucial for every citizen of Himachal Pradesh and all Line-Departments,
Media Houses, Academic & Research Institutions, Corporate Houses, GOs, NGOs and CBOs to
participate pro-actively in the campaign and contribute effectively to the process of making
Himachal Pradesh a state resilient to disasters. While IDDR is a global event, the HPSDMA
requests all concerned individuals and organizations to clearly understand the theme and key
messages of the IDDR 2012, which are provided below alongwith the tentative schedule of the
activities to be carried out during ‘Samarth 2012’ at State as well as district-level. Please note
that this year IDDR will be observed on October 12, 2012 (Friday).

IDDR 2012: The Theme

The theme of the IDDR 2012 is ‘Women and Girls: The [In]visible Force of Resilience’. But it does not
imply that women and girls are invisible.

e |t is about drawing attention to the fact that their efforts to protect and rebuild their
communities before and after disasters are often unrecognized and that 'invisibility' is a socio-
cultural construct.

e It is about highlighting that their ability to contribute is hindered by lack of inclusion and poor
understanding of gender inequality.

e It is about celebrating the contribution women and girls are making before, during and after a
disaster.

e |t is about moving beyond the tendency to view and portray women and girls as victims. And
even though women and girls feature disproportionately among the casualties of disasters they
are 'active victims'.

e It is about stories of action and initiative by women and girls, and it also seeks to shed light on
the obstacles that prevent them from participating in Disaster Risk Reduction and Climate
Change Adaptation.

Key Messages of IDDR 2012:

e Empower women & girls for a safer tomorrow.
e Women & girls are powerful agents of change.
e Aresilient community is a gender-sensitive community.



Following events will be organized during ‘Samarth 2012’

Proposed Events at the State Capital:

1. A Citizen’s Solidarity March for Disaster Risk Reduction at the Mall Road to be organized by

DDMA Shimla on October 12, 2012 in collaboration with the Department of Education, Home
Guard, Civil Defence and others. The March will culminate at Gaiety Theatre, where ‘Samarth-
2012’ will formally conclude. One and half an hour awareness generation programme will be
arranged for the participants by the SDMA.

A Half-day Symposium on ‘Volunteerism for Disaster Preparedness and Response’ to be
organized by HPSDMA on October 11, 2012 in partnership with H.P. University, Shimla.

A ‘Quiz on Disasters’ (females only) followed by a ‘Film Show’ to be organized by M.C. Shimla on

October 10, 2012 at St. Bede’s College, Nav Bahar, Shimla.

A Half-day Workshop on ‘Roles & Responsibilities of Media- before, during & after Emergencies’
to be organized on October 03, 2012 by the SDMA.

Showcasing of Films on Disaster Preparedness by DD Shimla/local Cable TV Channels.
Orientation of Volunteers on ‘Hazard Hunt’ to be organized at Govt. Sr. Sec. School, Lal Pani by

MC Shimla on 28" of September, 2012 in collaboration with NSS & NCC.

Hazard Hunt Walk by Volunteers in all 25 wards of Shimla on 12" of October, 2012 organized by

MC Shimla.

o Key Stakeholders: Department of Health, Department of Education, Department of Home
Guards & Civil Defence, Department of Fire Services, Himachal Pradesh University, Nehru
Yuva Kendra Sangathan (NYKS), Cadets of National Cadet Corps (NCC) and Volunteers of
National Services Scheme (NSS).

Special Radio Campaign:

Broadcast of Talk shows and Jingles related to Disaster Preparedness on All India Radio and Big
FM from September 15 to October 12, 2012 to create an enabling environment. The jingles
already developed through Big FM will be relayed and this media will be utilised to highlight the
IDDR celebrations and activities.

Suggested Events for Districts (Can be modified by District Administration)

NOTE: All the relevant events shall be hosted by the DDMAs of respective districts with active support

from the concerned line-departments.

ACTIVITIES FOR SCHOOLS — To be planned, coordinated and arranged by the Deputy Directors (HE and
EE) or the respective districts.

1- Mock-Drills in all Schools of the state at exactly 11AM
(The SDMA has already directed that all the schools and educational institutions shall

conduct mock drills at least four times a year. Please note that subsequently directions have

already been issued by the Department of Education that mock drills shall be conducted by

all the schools/educational institutions on the occasion of International Day of Disaster

Reduction and Anniversary of Kangra Earthquake (4th April, 2012). Guidelines to conduct the

Mock Drill is already available for download/printing on HPSDMA website i.e.

www.hpsdma.nic.in)



2- Competitions for schools (to be arranged at central locations by the BPEO/Deputy
Directors — Higher and Elementary Education for their respective schools)
e Quiz on Disasters Poster Making Competition (Theme: ‘Risk of Disasters in Our District’)
e  Skits Competition (Theme: ‘Disaster Preparedness’)
e Model Template ‘Preparation of School Disaster Management Plan’.

(PLEASE NOTE: The funds for organising the competitions will be provided through Deputy
Commissioners concerned.)

3- Gram Sabha Meeting with a Focus on Disaster Management:
Gram Sabha Meeting with Focus on Disaster Management in every Panchayat of the state on
October 02, 2012 (by District Administration, and Department of Panchayati Raj). The discussions
during the Gram Sabha shall be focused on local threats of disasters and the existing level and need
of preparedness. Suggestive Agenda of the meeting is enclosed at Annexure-1.

4- Screening of Documentaries on Disaster Preparedness:
Respective Deputy Commissioners shall arrange to screen documentaries and films on disaster risk
reduction through the local Cable TV channels throughout the district for broadcasting so that
general public can be made aware about disaster risk reduction. The CDs containing the
documentaries will be supplied by the SDMA.

PLEASE NOTE: Districts will be provided with the required IEC material (on demand).

Online and Web-based Campaign:

e Photography Competition on ‘Sajag Himachal’ pages (Facebook, Twitter and Google+)
e Short-Video Competition on ‘Sajag Himachal’ page at Youtube.
e E-distribution of Desktop Wallpapers on Disaster Preparedness.

I.E.C. Material to be distributed:
e (Calendar on Earthquake Safety and Preparedness.
e Toolkit on ‘Volunteerism for Disaster Preparedness and Response’
e Toolkit on ‘Preparation of School Disaster Management Plan’
e Toolkit on ‘Role of Health Workers & Nurses in Emergency Preparedness & Response’
e Toolkit on ‘Roles & Responsibilities of Media- before, during & after Emergencies’
e Tri-fold Brochures on Road Safety by Police Deptt. (IEC material already supplied to the Deptt.)
e Poster on Hazard Hunt at Home / School / Office
e DVD containing Videos on Disasters (for institutions)
e (D containing Resource Material on Disasters (for institutions, GOs and NGOs)
e Stickers on Disaster Preparedness (for School Children)

NOTE: Concerned departments could access more information and seek further guidance from the
DM Cell, Department of Revenue, Himachal Pradesh Secretariat for better execution and coordination
of the allocated activities.

Contact Persons:

i. ShriD. C. Rana
State Project Officer, GOI-UNDP, DRR Programme (Mobile: 94181 84700; Telefax- 2625657)

ii. Shri Navneet Yadav
Capacity Building & Training Associate, GOI-UNDP DRR Programme (Mobile: 98166 78898)
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