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1.  Introduction  

 

1.1  Geographical Settings of Himachal Pradesh  

Himachal Pradesh, situated in northern India, stands out for its 

captivating landscapes, diverse topography and cultural richness. Positioned in 

the western Himalayas, the state's geographical coord inates range from 

approximately 30.0668° N to 33.2549° N in latitude and from about 75.7065° E 

to 79.1378° E in longitude.  

Bordered by the Himalayan mountain range to the north and sharing 

boundaries with Jammu and Kashmir, Punjab, Haryana, and Uttarakhand , 

Himachal Pradesh also has an international border with China to the east. Its 

capital, Shimla, renowned for colonial architecture and scenic beauty, was a 

significant summer capital during the British Raj.  

The state's topography features mountains, valle ys, and rivers like Beas, 

Sutlej, Ravi, and Chenab. From subtropical climates in the south to alpine 

conditions in the north, Himachal Pradesh experiences diverse ecosystems and 

weather patterns due to varying altitudinal zones.In essence, Himachal 

Pradesh 's geographical introduction, coupled with its latitude and longitude, 

highlights its unique location in the western Himalayas. This distinct 

positioning contributes to the state's exceptional natural beauty and cultural 

heritage, making it a celebrated de stination in India.  

Himachal Pradesh showcases a complex geological history shaped by 

tectonic activities, sedimentation and diverse geological processes. Situated in 

the western Himalayas, the state's formation is attributed to the collision 

between the I ndian and Eurasian tectonic plates, resulting in the upliftment of 

the Himalayan mountain range.  Key geological features include the Main 

Central Thrust (MCT), a significant structure separating the Lesser Himalaya 

from the Higher Himalaya. The Lesser Hima laya predominantly consists of 

sedimentary rocks, while the Higher Himalaya comprises metamorphic rocks 

undergoing intense metamorphism due to tectonic forces.  

Quaternary deposits, including glacial moraines and fluvial sediments, 

contribute to the varied landscapes shaped by glaciers and rivers. Himachal 

Pradesh falls under seismic zones IV and V, indicating moderate to high seismic 

activity, making it susceptible to earthquakes.  Rich in metallic minerals like 

copper, lead, zinc, and silver, Himachal Prade sh hosts several mines. Non -

metallic minerals such as limestone, gypsum, and slate are also present in the 

state.  
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The geological setting contributes to natural hazards, including 

landslides, particularly during the monsoon, and the risk of Glacial Lake 

Out burst Floods (GLOFs) from melting glaciers. Understanding the state's 

geology is vital for assessing hazards, managing mineral resources and 

appreciating the dynamic processes that have shaped its scenic beauty and 

environmental challenges over geological time scales.  

 

Location Map of Himachal Pradesh  
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Earthquake Hazard Map of Himachal Pradesh  
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1.2  Geology & Geomorphology:  

Himachal Pradesh with 

its complex geological 

structures presents a 

complicated topography with 

intricate mosaic of 

mountainous ranges, h ills and 

valleys. Composed of recent 

Alluvium, Shiwalik hills are 

made up of rocks such as 

sandstone, shale and clay that 

came into existence during the 

Eocene, Miocene and Pliocene 

period. The central part that 

extends from Chamba district 

in the north to  Shimla district 

in the south is mainly 

represented by Jatog group of 

rocks which originated in middle Proterozoic period. In the north eastern 

portion unclassified Granites borders the central part in between Kullu, eastern 

Shimla, Lahaul -Spiti and parts of Kinnaur district. The eastern greater 

Himalaya presents the Triassic formation which is found in Kaza tehsil of 

Lahaul  Spiti district. The oldest rocks are Granites found at  Jeori  - Wangtu  and  

Bandel near Largi in Kullu district. These granites date bac k to a stage of the 

crust at a time when India was located 8000 Km southwest of its present 

position.  

 

 Geography of Himachal Pradesh 
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1.3  Climate : 

The climate varies across the state with the altitude.  In the southern low 

tracks between an altitude of 400 -900 it is hot sub humid type, bet ween 900 -

1800m altitude warm & temperate, between 900 -2400 m cool & temperate, cold 

alpine & glacial above 2400 -4800 m altitude. Bilaspur, Kangra, Mandi, 

Sirmour, and Una districts experience sub tropical monsoon, mild and dry 

winter and hot summer. Shimla  district has tropical upland type climate with 

mild and dry winter and short warm summer. Chamba district experiences, 

humid subtropical type climate having mild winter, long hot summer and moist 

all season. Kullu district experience mainly humid subtropi cal type of climate 

with mild winter moist all season, long hot summer and marine. During the 

period from January to February heavy snowfall in higher reaches create 

conditions for low temperature throughout the state making it unpleasant and 

series of wes tern disturbances also affect  the state.  

 

Climate Pattern of Himachal Pradesh  

 

Climate Pattern  Districts  

Sub -tropical Monsoon (Cwa type)  

Mild and dry winter, hot summer  

Bilaspur, Kangra, Mandi, 

Sirmour, Una, Hamirpur, 

Solan, Chamba  

Sub -tropical Monsoon ( Cwb type)  

Mild and dry winter, moderate hot summer  

Shimla, Parts of Chamba  

Sub -tropical monsoon (Cfa type)  

Without dry winter with hot summer  

Chamba, Major parts of 

Kullu, Mandi  

Sub -tropical monsoon (Cfb type)  

Without dry winter with moderate hot summer  

Minor parts of Kullu  

Humid continental (Dwb type)  

Severe and dry winter, warm summer  

Kinnaur  

Humid continental (Dfb type)  

Severe winter moist all seasons, short warm 

summer  

Lahaul&Spiti  
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1.4  Land use:  

 

 

 

 



7 
 

1.5  Rivers and Catchments:  

Five perennial rivers Satlu j, Beas, Ravi, Chenab and Yamuna flow 

through the state. The utility of these rivers though restricted considerably by 

the rugged and undulating terrain of the State, nevertheless, these rivers 

possess immense potential for the generation of hydro -electric ity. The following 

river catchment areas fall in the State.   

 

 

1.6  Lakes/Reservoirs:  

Himachal Pradesh is indeed blessed with a variety of water bodies, both 

natural and man -made, serving various purposes across the state. Among 

these are the significant reser voirs like Govind Sagar, which spans into 

Bilaspur and Una districts, primarily utilized for hydro -electricity generation, 

irrigation, and flood control. Formed by the Bhakra Dam on the Sutlej River, it 

stands as one of India's largest reservoirs. Addition ally, the Pong Dam 

Reservoir, located in Kangra district, contributes to hydro -electricity generation, 

irrigation, and fisheries, also known as Maharana Pratap Sagar. Another 

crucial reservoir is the Pandoh Dam Reservoir in Mandi district, crucial for 
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regu lating water flow and preventing floods in the Beas River. Natural wonders 

include Chandertal Lake in Lahaul and Spiti district, revered for its beauty and 

clarity, often referred to as the "Lake of the Moon." Renuka Lake in Sirmaur 

district holds religiou s significance as the embodiment of the goddess Renuka 

and is the largest natural lake in Himachal Pradesh. Meanwhile, Manimahesh 

Lake in Chamba district, believed to be Lord Shiva's abode, is surrounded by 

the majestic Himalayas. These water bodies serve not only practical purposes 

but also hold cultural, religious, and ecological importance, drawing tourists 

and devotees from across the country.  

1.7  Hazard Profile of Himachal Pradesh  

The state of Himachal Pradesh is susceptible to various natural and man -

made  hazards, encompassing earthquakes, landslides, flash floods, 

snowstorms, avalanches, droughts, dam failures, domestic and wild fires, road, 

rail, and air accidents, stampedes, boat capsizing, as well as biological, 

industrial, and hazardous chemical incid ents. Among these hazards, 

earthquakes pose the most significant threat to the state. Historical records 

indicate that Himachal Pradesh has experienced more than 80 earthquakes 

with a magnitude of 4 and above on the Richter Scale. According to the seismic 

zoning map by the Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS), seismic zoning  map five 

districts of the State, namely Chamba (53.2%) Hamirpur (90.9%), 

Kangra(98.6%), Kullu (53.1%), Mandi (97.4%) have 53 to 98.6 percent of their 

area liable to the severest  design inte nsity of MSK IX or more, the remaining 

area of these districts being liable  to the next severe intensity VIII. Two 

districts, Bilaspur (25.3%) and Una (37.0%)also have substantial area in MSK 

IX and rest in MSK VII I. The remaining districts also are liable  to intensity VIII.  

The state of Himachal Pradesh faces multiple natural and man -made 

hazards, including high seismic intensities, which pose a significant threat to 

its predominantly Category A houses with inadequate earthquake -resistant 

features. Landsli des are frequent, exacerbated by human activities like 

deforestation and road cutting. While widespread floods are not a major 

concern, flash floods are increasing, causing substantial damage. The rise in 

road connectivity has led to a surge in road accide nts and loss of lives. Forest 

fires both anthropogenic and natural contribute to the degradation of the rich 

flora and fauna, impacting the ecological balance.  

Known as the "Land of Gods," Himachal Pradesh boasts famous temples 

attracting a large number of  devotees. Unfortunately, instances like the 2008 

stampede at Naina Devi temple highlight the potential dangers in overcrowded 

religious sites. The state's air and land transport infrastructure, including 



9 
 

airports, helipads, ropeways and paragliding activi ties, adds to the risk of 

accidents. Road accidents and incidents like boat capsizing during 

transportation in water reservoirs are common leading to numerous casualties. 

Furthermore, cases of snakebites and electrocution are prevalent during the 

monsoon s eason. Himachal Pradesh faces a multitude of challenges, 

emphasizing the need for comprehensive disaster management strategies and 

heightened awareness to mitigate these risks effectively.  

 

1.8  District Wise Disaster Vulnerability of the State:  

 Considering th e proneness of the state towards different kinds of natural 

hazards, a broad district wise vulnerable status was devised for the state 

depending upon the vulnerability towards different hazards. Vulnerability 

matrix was developed based on the qualitative w eightage which was given in the 

scale of 0 -5 for different hazards such as earthquakes, landslides, avalanches, 

industrial hazards, construction type and density of population. District wise 

matrix was prepared by evaluating the risk severity. The evaluati on also gives 

weightage to the density of population likely to be affected. The matrix also 

includes the evaluation of hazards likely to be induced on account of 

development of projects such as hydel projects, roads industries  etc.  

In case of earthquake vu lnerability, the district Kangra ,Hamirpur and 

Mandi falls in very high vulnerable category on the basis of the matrix devised. 

The districts which falls in high earthquake vulnerability are Chamba, Kullu, 

Kinnaur and part of Kangra and Shimla districts, w here as the moderate and 

low vulnerable districts are Una, Bilaspur ,Sirmour and Solan,  Shimla and 

Lahaul &Spiti districts respectively.  

The landslide vulnerability in case of Chamba, Kullu, Kinnaur and part of 

Kangra and Shimla districts is high followed by Kangra, Mandi, Bilaspur, 

Shimla,  Sirmour and Lahaul &Spiti districts falling in moderate vulnerable 

category.  The areas falling in low vulnerable category are in the districts of Una, 

Hamirpur and Solan.  

 The avalanche hazard vulnerability map suggest t hat the districts of 

Lahaul &Spiti and Kinnaur are very high vulnerable followed by Chamba, Kullu 

and part of Kangra and Shimla as moderate vulnerable areas where as the 

remaining districts fall in the category where avalanche hazards are nil.  

 The flood h azard vulnerability map indicates that the areas falling in  the 

districts of Chamba, Kullu , Una and Kinnaur falls in high vulnerable districts 
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where as the Lahaul &Spiti, Mandi, Shimla , Kangra,  Hamirpur, Bilaspur, 

Solan and Sirmour falls in moderate and l ow vulnerability areas.  

The overall vulnerability of the state on the basis of the matrix clearly 

suggests that the district Chamba, Kinnaur Kullu and part of Kangra and 

Shimla falls in very high vulnerable risk. Similarly district Kangra, Mandi, Una 

,Shim la and Lahaul and Spiti falls in high vulnerable risk status. The district 

Hamirpur, Bilaspur, Solan and Sirmour falls in moderate vulnerable risk 

status. The disaster management strategies and infrastructure required to be 

evolved by taking the above fact ors into consideration.  
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1.9  Paradigm Shift in Disaster Management  

 

On 23rd December, 2005, the Government of India took a defining step 

by enacting the Disaster Management Act, 2005, which envisaged creation of 

the National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) headed by the Prime 

Minister, State Disaster Management Authorities (SDMA) headed by the Chief 

Ministers, and District Disaster Management Authorities (DDMA) headed by the 

District Magistrates or Deputy Commissioners as the case may be, to 

spearhead  and adopt a holistic and integrated approach to disaster 

management (DM).   There will be a paradigm shift, from the erstwhile relief -

centric response to a proactive prevention, mitigation and preparedness -driven 

approach for conserving development gains a nd to minimize loss of life, 

livelihood and property.  

Section 3 the Disaster Management Act 2005 lays down the establishment of 

State Disaster Management Authority at the State Government levels.   

Accordingly for the State, the SDMA was notified vide notif ication No. Rev. D(F) 

4-2/2000 -V dated 1 -06-2007.   The constitution of the SDMA is as under: - 

i) Hon'ble Chief Minister  Chairman  

ii)  Hon'ble Revenue Minister  Co-Chairman  

iii)  Chief Secretary  Chief Executive Officer  

iv) Additional Chief Secretary(Home)  Member  

v) Additional Chief Secretary (PWD)  Member  

vi) Additional Chief Secretary (Health)  Member  

vii)  Director General of Police  Member  

viii)  Additional Chief Secretary (Revenue)  Member Secretary  

 

1.10  Roles and Responsibilities of HPSDMA  

Subject to the pro visions of Section 18 of the DM Act 2005, a State 

Authority shall have the responsibility for laying down policies and plans for 

disaster management in the State. Without prejudice to the generality of 

provisions contained in sub -section (1), the State Aut hority may:  

i.  Lay down the State Disaster Management Policy.  
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ii.  Approve the State Plan in accordance with the guidelines laid down by 

the National Authority.  

iii.  Approve the Disaster Management Plans prepared by the Departments 

of the Government of the State.  

iv.  Lay d own guidelines to be followed by the departments of the 

Government of the State for the purposes of integration of measures 

for prevention of disasters and mitigation in their development plans 

and projects and provide necessary technical assistance, there fore.  

v. Coordinate the implementation of the State Plan.  

vi.  Recommend provision of funds for mitigation and preparedness 

measures.  

vii.  Review the development plans of the different departments of the State 

and ensure that prevention and mitigation measures are int egrated 

therein.  

viii.  Review the measures being taken for mitigation, capacity building and 

preparedness by the departments of the Government of the State and 

issue such guidelines as may be necessary.  

The Chairperson of the State Authority shall, in the case o f emergency, 

have power to exercise all or any of the powers of the State Authority but the 

exercise of such powers shall be subject to ex post facto ratification of the 

State Authority.  

 

1.11  State Executive Committee  

In continuation of this department's Notif ication of even No. dated 5th 

May, 2009 and in exercise of the powers conferred by sub -section(1) of section 

20 the Disaster Management Act, 2005 the Governor Himachal Pradesh is now 

pleased to re -constitute the State Executive Committee to assist the Stat e 

Authority in the performance of its functions and to coordinate action in 

accordance with the guidelines laid down by State Authority and ensure the 

compliance of the directions issued by the State Government under the Act 

ibid, consisting of the followi ng members as specified in Sub -section(2) of the 

section 20 of the said Act, namely : - 

i) Chief Secretary  Chief Executive Officer  

ii)  Additional Chief Secretary(Revenue)  Member Secretary  

iii)  Additional Chief Secretary(Home)  Member  

iv) Additional Chief Secretary(Health)  Member  

v) Additional Chief Secretary (PWD)  Member  
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2.  Ongoing State Level Schemes  

 

2.1  Policy for Engagement of Interns at the Himachal Pradesh State 

Disaster Management Authority (HPSDMA) District Disaster 

Management Authority (DDMA) :  

 

Inter nship programmes are designed to provide students with the 

professional experience , in furtherance of their educational pursuits and are 

oriented to benefit them  with practical experience. The HP -SDMA/DDMA(s) 

aims to provide anexcellent internship programm e on different dimensions of 

Disaster Management(DM)/Climate Change Adaptation (CCA) to young interns 

from multi -disciplinary backgrounds with following objectives :  -  

 

i.  To complete his/her professional preparation program in a 

controlled and supervised f ield experience.  

ii.  This program will serve as an opportunity for students to gain 

understanding and orient students to the systems, processes and 

schemes on Disaster Management/ Disaster Risk Reduction 

(DRR).  

iii.  Enable interns to contribute innovative ideas i n the area of DRR 

and CCA strategies.  

iv.  Promote a wider and better public understanding on the concerns 

of DRR/CCA and strategies to deal with them at local and global 

level.  

v. Encourage documentation of best practices in the field of DRR 

from various distri cts across the state.  

vi.  Develop capacities (knowledge, attitudes and skills) of young 

students to create a future pool of academically and practically 

well -versed professionals.  

In the fiscal year 202 3-24, a total of 21  students were shortlisted and  

recomme nded to participate in internships. These internships were to be 

carried out in various District Disaster Management Authorities (DDMAs) and 

at the Himachal Pradesh State Disaster Management Authority (HPSDMA) as 

part of a specific scheme or program. The r ecommendation suggests that these 

students were selected to gain practical experience and hands -on training in 

the field of disaster management within the mentioned authorities.  
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Sr. no Name & Contact 

Details  

Education Qualification  Institute  Recommended 

for  

1 Ms. Monika Bachelor of Arts with 

geography & Pursuing PG 

Diploma in Disaster 

Management  

HP University  DDMA Kullu  

2. Ms. Juhi Sharma  Bachelor of Business 

Administration/ Pursuing 

MBA 

Bahra University, 

Waknaghat-Solan  

DDMA Solan 

3. 

 

Mr. Vishal Verma Bachelor of Computer 

Application/ Pursuing MBA 

Bahra University, 

Waknaghat-Solan 

DDMA Shimla  

4. Mr. Shubham 

Sharma  

Bachelor of Computer 

Application/ Diploma in 

CRM/Pursuing MBA  

Bahra University, 

Waknaghat-Solan 

DDMA Solan 

5. Mr. Keshav 

Gautam 

Graduation with Geography 

Major Subject/pursuing master 

in Geo-informatics  

Punjab University  HPSDMA 

Shimla  

6. Mr. Anmol Bachelor of business 

Administration/Pursuing MBA  

Bahra University 

Waknaghat-Solan 

DDMA Chamba 

7. Ms. Himani 

Sharma  

B.Sc Food 

Technology/Pursuing MBA 

Bahra University 

Waknaghat-Solan 

DDMA Shimla  

8. Mr. Vivek Bhatia  Bachelor in Hospital 

management/Pursuing MBA  

Bahra University 

Waknaghat-Solan 

DDMA Shimla  

9. Ms. Rupali 

Sahontra 

B.Sc. Zoology/M.Sc 

Environment Science  

- DDMA kangra 

10. Dr. Saurabh 

Chauhan 

Bachelor of Dental 

Surgery/Pursuing Master of 

Public Health (1
st
 year) 

Amity Institute of 

public Health & 

Hospital 

Administration  

DDMA 

Hamirpur 

11. Dr. Aarshi Thakur Bachelor of Dental 

Surgery/Pursuing Master of 

Public Health (1
st
 year) 

Amity Institute of 

public Health & 

Hospital 

Administration 

DDMA Kangra 

12. Sh. M.D. Jawed  B.Sc Math (Hons.) /PG 

Diploma in Disaster 

Management  

- DDMA Solan  
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13. Rita Negi Certificate Course in DM  - Kinnaur 

14. Manoj Kumar Pursuing MSc DM  Punjab University  Kullu 

15. Anshu Kumari MA DM  TISS Mandi s 

16. Shriyansh Pursuing MSc DM  Punjab University Kangra 

17. Ashish Pursuing MSc DM  Punjab University Not interested  

18. Anubhav Pursuing MSc DM  Punjab University Not interested  

19. Mohit Chandel Pursuing MSc DM  Punjab University Not interested  

20. Bhargav Sharma Pursuing MSc DM  - Chamba 

21. Jobin Raj M Pursuing MSc DM  INCOIS  Kullu 

     

2.2  School Safety Project (SSP) Safe Schools in Emergencies and 

Disasters  

The concept of "School S afety" encompasses creating secure 

environments for children from their homes to schools and back, addressing 

various risks such as natural disasters, human -made threats, violence and 

emergencies. The National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) in India 

formulated the National School Safety Policy Guidelines in 2016, aiming for a 

safe learning environment for all children, teachers and stakeholders. The 

policy emphasizes inclusive and holistic approaches, capacity building, 

community -based disaster risk r eduction, integrating risk education into the 

curriculum and linking school safety with existing government schemes. The 

Hon'ble Supreme Court, through its August 2017 order, directed the 

implementation of the School Safety Policy by all concerned authorit ies and 

state governments. The convergence of the Right to Education Act and the 

National Disaster Management Act establishes a strong foundation for 

promoting school safety, ensuring that students and teachers remain safe 

during all phases, including prep aredness, response and recovery. The RTE Act 

guarantees free and compulsory education and recognizes the importance of 

safe infrastructure. The National Disaster Management Act mandates State 

Disaster Management Authorities to integrate disaster measures i nto 

development plans, necessitating collaboration with the State Education 

Department. The implementation framework emphasizes reducing disaster risk 

in schools, preparing the next generation to face challenges and aligning with 

the National School Safety  Policy of 2016.  
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2.2.1  Objectives of the Scheme  

To prepare Education department and schools for emergencies and to 

ensure that the schools are prepared and resilient to face disasters, remain 

functional in post disaster scenario and act as places for shelter an d relief.  

a) To initiate policy level changes for ensuring safe school 

environment.  

b) To sensitize children and the school community on disaster 

preparedness and safety measures.  

c) To motivate direct participation of key stakeholders in activities 

that would help  building towards a disaster resilient community.  

d) To promote capacity building of officials, teachers and students.  

e) To prepare the Disaster Management Plans of all the schools in the 

State.  

f) To carry out Information, Education and Communication (IEC) 

activi ties in schools and associated environment.  

g) To implement non -structural mitigation measures in all schools.  

h) To carry out RVS of all schools and structural audit of the select 

schools.  

i) To institutionalize  school safety in the Education Department . 

j) To build a resilient society and develop "a culture of safety" in the 

State.  

2.2.2   Implementation Partners  

The Department of Education through: - 

i.  SCERT State Nodal Agency &implementing agency for 6 districts 

namely, Solan, Shimla, Kinnaur, Sirmour, Bilaspur, and Una.  

ii.  GCTE Dharamshala implementing agency for 6 districts of the 

State namely, Kangra, Chamba, Hamirpur, Mandi, Kullu and 

Lahaul &Spiti.  

iii.  DIETs -Respective Districts  

iv.  State Institute of Management, Administration & Training 

(SIEMAT) -SSA & RMSA  

v. Block Resource Centres (BRCC) 

2.2.3  Knowledge Partners  

i.  National Disaster Management Authority  

ii.  National Institute of Disaster Management  

iii.  United Nations Development Programme  

2.2.4  Components of Scheme on School Safety  

Component I  Advocacy, Training and Capacity Building  
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Component II  Informa tion, Education and Communication activities  

Component III  Preparation of the School DM plans  

Component IV  Non-structural Measures  

Component V  RVS of all schools & Structural Safety Audit of the 

Selected Schools  

Component VI  Project Management and Implemen tation Support.  

2.2.5  School Safety Programme: 3 days of Training of Master Trainers on 

School Safety at SAMETI 3 rd  to 5 th  July, 2023.  

The School Safety Programme commenced with a comprehensive three -

day training session for Master Trainers at SAMETI from July 3rd to 5th, 2023. 

During this period, participants were equipped with essential skills and 

knowledge pertaining to school safety measures. Various modules were covered, 

including emergency response procedures, risk assessment protocols, and 

strategies for creating safer learning environments. Through interactive 

sessions and practical exercises, the Master Trainers gained insights into 

effectively implementing safety protocols within educational settings. By the 

conclusion of the programme, participants wer e well -prepared to disseminate 

their knowledge and skills to educators across different schools, thereby 

enhancing overall safety standards within the educational sector.  
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2.2.6  Enhancing School Safety: Hands -On Sh owcase of the School Safety 

App  

On November 2 5, 2023, the demonstration of the School Safety App 

offered participants a hands -on showcase of its features and 

functionalities, providing them with a practical understanding of its 

utilization in enhancing school safety measures.  

 

2.2.7  Empowering Master Trai ners: Orientation Workshop on School 

Safety and School Safety Mobile App  

On January 6, 2024, the Himachal Pradesh State Disaster Management 

Authority (HPSDMA) organized a one -day orientation workshop on "School 
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Safety and School Safety Mobile App." This wo rkshop was specifically designed 

for Master Trainers responsible for implementing the School Safety Plan.  

The objective of the workshop was likely to familiarize the Master 

Trainers with the School Safety Plan and its implementation procedures. 

Moreover, t he focus on the School Safety Mobile App suggests an emphasis on 

leveraging technology to enhance school safety measures. Such workshops play 

a crucial role in building the capacity of Master Trainers who, in turn, play a 

pivotal role in training school st aff and students in disaster preparedness and 

response. By equipping them with the necessary knowledge and tools, 

authorities can enhance the resilience of schools and ensure the safety of 

students and staff in the event of a disaster.  

 

2.3  Scheme for Creati on of Task Force of Youth Volunteers for Disaster 

Preparedness and Response  

The challenges associated with managing disasters and emphasize the 

need for effective measures throughout all phases of the disaster management 

cycle. The disaster management cycl e typically includes mitigation, 

preparedness, response and recovery. Each phase presents its own set of 

challenges and complexities, requiring dedicated time, capabilities and 

resources to address effectively. One  specific challenge highlighted is the nee d 

for human resources, as people are crucial in delivering quality services related 

to disaster risk reduction (DRR). In response to this, a proposed solution is the 

implementation of a scheme aimed at creating a cadre of youth volunteers 

within the state.  The objective of this scheme is to enhance the state's capacity 

for effective disaster risk reduction.  

According to the scheme, approximately 10 -20 volunteers from each gram 

panchayat (a local self -government unit in India) will be selected and trained in  

Search and Rescue (SAR) operations and medical first aid. This training aims to 

equip the youth volunteers with the necessary skills and knowledge to 
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effectively respond to disasters, particularly during the critical phases of search 

and rescue and provid ing initial medical assistance.  

By establishing a cadre of trained youth volunteers distributed across the 

state, the scheme aims to strengthen the overall disaster response capabilities. 

These volunteers can play a vital role in supporting local communiti es during 

emergencies, thereby contributing to the effectiveness of disaster risk reduction 

efforts in the region. The emphasis on youth involvement not only addresses 

the immediate need for manpower but also fosters a sense of community 

engagement and emp owerment in disaster management.   

During the year 2023 ð 24 the  year, approximately 18,000 volunteers 

have undergone training as part of the scheme, spanning across the districts of 

Himachal Pradesh. This concerted effort reflects a significant commitment to 

bolstering community resilience and preparedness in the face of potential 

disasters. By dispersing training initiatives across the state, authorities aim to 

ensure widespread awareness and readiness, thereby fostering a culture of 

safety and proactive e ngagement at the grassroots level. These trained 

volunteers serve as vital assets in the implementation of various safety 

measures, contributing to the overall resilience of the region against 

unexpected  emergencies.  

 

2.4  Scheme for Training of Masons, Carpent ers & Bar Binders on Hazard 

Resistant Construction  

The Disaster Management Act, 2005 outlines the responsibilities of State 

Governments and their departments in ensuring that construction activities 

take into account the vulnerability of the state to vari ous hazards. Further , the 

act emphasizes the need for training and capacity building programs for all 

stakeholders involved in disaster management.  

In line with these directives, the Disaster Management Cell of the 

Himachal Pradesh State Disaster Managemen t Authority (HPSDMA) conducted 

a study in 2012 titled "Evolving Strategy for Capacity Building of Masons, 

Carpenters, and Bar Binders at Panchayat Level for Safe Construction Practices 

in Himachal Pradesh." The study's findings revealed that despite the gr owth in 

construction activity driven by economic demands, there was a persistent 

shortage of skilled construction workers in the state.  

To address this issue, a new scheme has been proposed. The scheme 

focuses on the training and capacity building of mason s, carpenters, and bar 
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binders in every gram -panchayat (local self -government unit) of the state, 

specifically on safe construction practices. Initially, the plan is to train five 

masons from every village within the state.  

This scheme aims to enhance the skills and knowledge of construction 

workers at the grassroots level, ensuring that they are well -equipped to 

implement safe construction practices that consider the state's vulnerability to 

various hazards. By targeting masons, carpenters  and bar binders at the village 

level, the scheme intends to have a cascading effect, promoting safer 

construction practices throughout the state. This proactive approach aligns 

with the principles of disaster risk reduction, emphasizing the importance of 

preparedness and mitigation measures to minimize the impact of disasters on 

infrastructure and communities.  

2.4.1  Training Programme on  Repair & Retrofitting of Buildings May 08 -

12, 2023  for Engineers of H.P. Govt  at CSIR - Central Building 

Research Institute, Roorkee .  

Every dis aster when passes, leaves behind shattered houses, lost lives 

and damaged public & private properties/structures. Structures that are 

memories, homes and lifetime earnings of many. Thus, this demands 

development of skills related to Repair & Retrofitting o f Buildings among those 

who are working in the field. A variety of techniques are available to mitigate 

the effects of natural hazards on the built environment. To reduce the risk from 

natural hazards in existing building retrofitting and repairs of the st ructure can 

be undertaken. This demands proper planning, design, construction methods, 

use of innovative materials and trained manpower. CSIR -CBRI is one of the 

leading institutions in the country which has developed innovative technologies 

for architectur al and structural design of multi -hazard resistant construction. 

These building technologies have been demonstrated in field, and hands -on 

training has been provided of grass root level functionaries in different parts of 

the country. It is essential to ma ss implement disaster -resistant innovative 

technologies developed by different institutions. This demands development of 

skills and capacity building among the administrative and technical 

functionaries at the state/district level for its systematic implem entation. To 

achieve this, professionals needs to be trained in the application of innovative 

technologies for disaster risk mitigation.  

Aim of the Programme:  

Recognizing the need to develop a pool of trained professionals in the 

construction of disaster r esistant building risk mitigation; CSIR -Central 

building research institute is conducting a training course on òRepair & 
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Retrofitting of Buildingsó on May 08-12, 2023 at its premises. This training 

course is particularly aimed at enhancing knowledge and sk ills of the 

implementing archives to incorporate disaster resistant techniques in design 

and construction of buildings to mitigate the risk in existing buildings through 

lectures, and demonstrations.  

Objectives:  

The main objectives of the course were as fo llows:  

V To understand various reasons for damage of structures  

V Mechanism of damages  

V Assessment of structural damage  

V To enable participants to perform retrofit of structures  

V To understand methodology/techniques of retrofitting  

V To improve skills of participan ts related to construction quality and 

improvement methods for the same  

The training program aimed to equip 32 Graduate Junior Engineers  from 

various departments of the Himachal Pradesh Government with the skills 

necessary to handle the retrofitting of str uctures in the state. The expected 

outcome included the development of a skilled workforce capable of effectively 

retrofitting buildings, an understanding of the formation of tender documents 

related to seismic retrofitting, and an overall improvement in b uilding 

construction quality. Over the course of 18 technical sessions  conducted by 

in -house faculty from CSIR -CBRI, Roorkee, participants delved into topics such 

as green retrofitting of buildings, retrofitting techniques for masonry and RCC 

structures, r isk assessment of seismic retrofitting, building bye laws, corrosion 

prevention, and construction cost estimation. Field visits to sites of repair and 

retrofitting work provided practical insights into real -world applications, 

facilitating a deeper underst anding of the theoretical concepts taught in the 

classroom. The program concluded with participants receiving training 

accomplishment certificates and sharing their feedback with the Director and 

Course Coordinator, marking the culmination of their journey  towards 

becoming proficient in repair and retrofitting techniques for buildings in 

Himachal Pradesh.   
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2.4.2  Harmonizing Traditional and Modern Construction Techniques: 

Training Program by HIMCOSTE and Partners  

 

Training programme on òBlending Traditional Housing Construction 

Practices with Modern Technologyó organized by Himachal Pradesh Council for 

Science, Technology & Environment (HIMCOSTE), Shimla in collaboration with 

National Institute of Disaster Management (NIDM), Ministry of Home Affairs, 

Govt. of India, New Delhi and H.P. State Disaster Management Authority 

(HPSDMA), Shimla  at State Agriculture Management & Extension Training 

Institute (SAMETI), Mashobra, Shimla.  
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Training programme on òBlending Traditional Housing Construction 

Practice s with Modern Technologyó is organized by Himachal Pradesh Council 

for Science, Technology & Environment (HIMCOSTE), Shimla in collaboration 

with National Institute of Disaster Management (NIDM), Ministry of Home 

Affairs, Govt. of India, New Delhi and H.P.  State Disaster Management 

Authority (HPSDMA), Shimla. This training program was organized at State 

Agriculture Management & Extension Training Institute (SAMETI), Mashobra, 

Shimla from 13 to 15 June, 2023 from 11:00 am to 5:00 pm for a total duration 

of s ix hours. This training programme had 39 participants from various 

departments. The sessions generated highly interactive, easily understandable 

points of action and implementation by individuals having responsible role in 

ULB, as Govt. stakeholder or as a ny responsible citizen. The course highlighted 

the importance of building resilience, preparedness, and mitigation measures to 

achieve the resilient urban environment through city disaster management 

planning.  

Objectives of the Program  

The training progr amme would help to provide:  

Å To increase awareness of the key stakeholders on the need for adoption 

of traditional housing, building bye -laws, codes and earthquake 
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resistant construction and planning standards with use of modern 

technology.  

Å To identify so lutions to the challenges faced by planners, architects 

and engineers and showcase examples of ongoing faulty construction 

practices in Himachal Pradesh.  

Å To promote retrofitting technique and understand the concept of build 

back better through past events , lessons and experience sharing of 

hilly areas with emphasis to Himachal Pradesh.  

Å Sensitization at state level by sharing and disseminate experiences, 

knowledge, information, innovations and ideas on safety of structures 

to create a safe built environmen t for hilly region.  

Hilly regions, characterized by large rural built environments, burgeoning 

populations, and increasing tourist pressure, face significant challenges due to 

limited land resources and fragile geology and environment. This susceptibility 

to hazards underscores the importance of awareness and capacity building to 

reduce risk and vulnerability. The training programme facilitated detailed 

discussions on hazard vulnerability and risk profiles specific to Himachal 

Pradesh, seismic safety mitiga tion measures, good construction practices, 

retrofitting techniques, and experiences gained from HP State Government 

initiatives.  

Over the course of three days, the programme sought to sensitize, 

institutionalize, and promote traditional constructional inf ormation, knowledge, 

and innovation for seismic stability in residential and commercial buildings, as 

well as critical infrastructure like hospitals and schools. The primary 

participants included HP State Government officials responsible for building 

and i nfrastructure development, including planners, architects, engineers, and 

administrators. Additionally, senior and middle -level functionaries from central 

and state governments, public sector undertakings (PSUs), municipal 

corporations, and academic and in dustrial institutions involved in planning, 

design, construction, and maintenance of buildings were targeted.  

The training programme provided a platform for robust discussions, 

knowledge exchange, and capacity building initiatives aimed at fostering 

resili ence and safety in hilly regions. By bringing together stakeholders from 

various sectors, it aimed to drive collective action towards building disaster -

resilient communities in Himachal Pradesh and beyond.  
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KEY POINTS OF TRAINING PROGRAM  

 

Å The town's capabilities, vulnerabilities, and resource availability must 

be assessed.  

Å The stakeholder of the state should be updated by conducting such 

training workshops. However, this training workshop was a state level 

workshop which also should conducted at the district and block level to more 

educated the stakeholders.  

Å In the modern era it is important whether the structure is safe or not 

beside its appearance and for that every structure should be assessed for every 

disastrous situation.  

Å This training workshop provide a new dimension to all the participants 

regarding the blending techniques because in the current situation such efforts 

are really very fruitful.  

Å Climate change affects health, transportation infrastructure, and 

critical systems in additio n to increasing the intensity and frequency of 
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disasters. As a result, the consequences of disasters and climate change must 

be integrated.  

Å In a mountainous region, population is fast increasing, resulting in an 

increase in the number of structures that  are sub standardly designed and 

poorly maintained, resulting in redundant fatalities.  

Å Like the govt. buildings and other big structure, the small buildings 

(especially private) should also be under be assessed because that is the ground 

level step whic h can help to prevent a small disaster.  

Å It is critical to promote building regulations and construction processes 

that comply to the requirements specified by the appropriate authorities in 

order to develop knowledge.  

Å The traditional construction techniques of Himachal Pradesh should be 

conserved and replicated because that is the live example of the earthquake 

resistant buildings which are still withstand even in the hundred earthquake 

shaking.  

Å Risks can be mitigated by adopting disaster risk management 

approaches such as a fire detection and safety alarm system with automated 

water sprinklers to douse the flames.  

Å Promote the use of fire-resistant building materials, interior water -

powered fire extinguishers, and public education regarding evacu ation 

methods.  

Å Automatic smoke and fire alarm systems should be installed in high-

rise structures and all school buildings.  

Å Retrofitting processes for identified old and weak buildings, such as 

columns and joints, should be done to further protect ob solete important 

infrastructure from seismic danger.  

2.4.3  Report of Training Programme on òMaster Trainers for Masonsó 

Organized during Sept.25 -29, 2023 and Nov 20 -24, 2023  

A own house is a dream of every individual in our country, but majority 

of the times th e houses doesnõt get designed by a certified Engineer or 

Architect; instead they are designed and built by a Mason, that too many a 

times an untrained one. This raises a serious concern about the safety of such 

houses. In order to overcome this situation, HIMCOSTE, H.P. decided to create 

a team of Master Trainers to further impart training to the Masons working on 
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the grass root level. To achieve this, HIMCOSTE requested CSIR -Central 

Building Research Institute, Roorkee to train the Junior Engineers of H.P.  State 

in this field and convert them in to the Master Trainers for \ Masons.  

Understanding the necessity of such skilled manpower, CSIR CBRI thus 

designed a training program, where the Master Trainers can learn practical field 

aspects related to all the nece ssary fields starting from Planning & Layout of 

building to laying of roof of the building; with a special focus on the quality & 

safety aspects. The program was designed to create a team of total 60 master 

trainers in 2 batches of 28 & 32 participants res pectively. Training was 

imparted to the first batch in Sept 25 -29, 2023 and to the 2nd batch on Nov 

20 -24, 2023. It is expected that these trained master trainers will now further 

disseminate the knowledge and will create a force of skilled masons, which i n 

future will help in depletion of hazards in the state.  

Aim of the Programme:  

This course aims to empower participants with the expertise to create 

skilled masons in the field  for construction of disaster resilient & safe 

structures. Through a combination  of lectures, demonstrations, and hands -on 

exercises, participants will gain practical knowledge and skills to effectively 

address practical issues of site related to quality & safety in newly constructing 

buildings.  

Objectives:  

The main objectives of the course were as follows:  

V To understand common site errors and their rectification  

V To understand doõs & donõts related to building construction 

V To enable participants to maintain quality of construction  

V To improve skills of participants related to safety, qu ality, and 

plann ing.  
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The training program aimed to produce 60 Master Trainers for Masons, 

equipped with a comprehensive understanding of the basics of building layout, 

do's and don'ts, safety measures, and quality standards. The expected outcome 

of the pr ogram includes a significant improvement in the safety of buildings 

across Himachal Pradesh. The participants, comprising 28  Junior Engineers in 

the first batch and 32  in the second batch from various districts, underwent 

ten technical sessions conducted b y external experts and in -house faculty from 

CSIR-CBRI, Roorkee. These sessions covered a wide range of topics including 

earthquake safety, construction materials quality and testing, foundations, 

masonry and roofing works, non -destructive testing, buildin g planning and 

layout, traditional construction systems, and quality assurance and control. 

Further , field visits and live demonstrations complemented theoretical learning, 

providing practical insights into repair, retrofitting, and construction 

techniques . The program concluded with certificate distribution and feedback 

collection, 

empowering the 

participants to 

disseminate their 

newly acquired 

knowledge and 

skills to masons in 

their respective 

areas, thereby 

contributing to the 

creation of a 

disaster -resi lient 

built environment 

in Himachal 

Pradesh.   
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2.5  Scheme for Hospital Safety  

To prepare Health Department and hospitals of the State for emergencies 

and to ensure that the hospitals are more resilient to face disasters, remain 

functional in post dis aster scenario and seamlessly increase their surge 

capacity to cope up with increased number of patients in case of Mega -

disasters.  

Spread of the scheme is in all 12 districts of the state and Health facilities 

starting from Medical colleges up to Communit y Health Centre level with 

covering following components:  

a. Rapid Visual Screening, Structural Audit & Retrofitting, Non -

Structural Mitigation of the Hospitals & Health Institutions.  

b.  Training and Capacity building of Doctors & other Paramedical 

Staff on Hosp ital Safety and Psychosocial Care.  

c. Preparation of Disaster Management Plans of Departments and 

Health Institutions.  

d.  Capacity building of Health Training institutions to conduct 

training on Hospital Safety and Psychosocial care.  

e. Conduct of Mock Drills  

f.  Expos ure visits  

g. Integration of Disaster risk reduction in Health Sector.  

 

Orientation on the Scheme for Hospital Safety  

On March 4, 2024 , the Himachal Pradesh State Disaster Management 

Authority (HPSDMA) organized an orientation program focused on the "Scheme 

for Hospital Safety ð Safe Hospital in Emergencies and Disasters." This 

significant event was attended by notable dignitaries including the Joint 

Secretary (Revenue ð Disaster Management), Director of Health Services, and 

Chief Medical Officers (CMOs). The primary objective of the program was to 

raise awareness and enhance preparedness within the healthcare sector, with a 

particular emphasis on ensuring hospitals are adequately equipped and 

structurally sound to withstand emergencies and disasters. By adopti ng a 

comprehensive approach to hospital safety, the initiative aimed to ensure 

effective management of crises while prioritizing the well -being of healthcare 

facilities, their staff, and the individuals they serve. This orientation program 

underscores the importance of proactive measures in safeguarding healthcare 

infrastructure and enhancing resilience in the face of potential emergencies.  
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2.6  Scheme for Structural Safety Audit of Lifeline Buildings  

The norm according to the model bye -law No. 77 for co -operative housing 

societies, it is mandatory that if the age of a building is 15 to 30 years, a 

structural audit must be carried out once in five years and for buildings older 

than 30 years it should be carried out once in three years. One may, however, 

go for it even earlier if one suspects the condition of the building to be bad.  

The main purpose of the structural safety audit is an overall performance 

checkup of a building like a doctor examines a patient. It ensures that the 

building and its premises are safe and have no risk. It analyses and suggests 

appropriate repairs and retrofitting measures required for the buildings to 

perform better in its service life. Structural Audit is done by an experienced and 

licensed consultant:  

Á To save human life and build ing.  

Á To understand the condition of building.  

Á To find critical areas to repair immediately.  

Á To comply with statutory requirements.  

Á To enhance life cycle of bui lding suggesting preventive and 

corrective measures like repair and retrofitting.  

Á To pro -actively  assist the resident s and the society to understand 

the seriousness of the probl ems and the urgency required to attend 

the s  
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2.7  Up-scaling of Aapda  Mitra Scheme  

S.No Districts  Aapda  Mitra  Training  Insurance  

1 Chamba  200  Completed  Completed  

2 Hamirpur  100  Completed  Completed  

3 Kangra  300  Completed  Completed  

4 Kinnaur  100  Completed  Completed  

5 Kullu  100  Completed  Completed  

6 Lahaul &Spiti  100  Completed  Completed  

7 Shimla  200  Completed  Completed  

8 Solan  200  Completed  Completed  

9 Una  200  Completed  Completed  

Grand Total  1500    

 

 

2.8  Scheme for Expansion and Modernization of Fire Services in the 

States from the earmarked allocation of preparedness and capacity 

Building Window under the National Disaster Response Fund (NDRF) -

based on th e recommendations of Fifteenth Finance Commission 

(XV -FG).  

 

 

In light of the valuable financial assistance received, a detailed proposal 

was requested for the expansion and modernization of Fire services. The aim 

was to align with the scheme designed to s eek financial assistance under the 

preparedness and capacity -building window of the National Disaster Response.  
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3.  8 th   Meeting of the HP State Disaster Management Authority (HP SDMA)  

 

On 26th August 2023, the 8th Meeting of the HP State Disaster Management  

Authority (HP SDMA) was convened at the HP Secretariat, Shimla. This 

meeting was chaired by Shri Sukhvinder Singh, the Hon'ble Chief 

Minister of Himachal Pradesh  and the Chairman of HP SDMA. The meeting 

took place in the Chief Minister's Committee Room.  

Following agenda items were considered and noted by HPSDMA  

¶ Roles & Responsibilities of SDMA  

¶ Availability of Funds for Disaster Management in the State  

¶  SDMA took the note of the action taken and further directed that the 

Off -site Emergency Plans of three di stricts i.e Sirmaur, Solan, and 

Una shall be placed for approval in the next  SDMA meeting.  

¶ The SDMA accorded approval for preparation of the Annual Accounts 

of HPSDMA from the Chartered Accountants M/S N.K.  Bhargava & 

Co., Chartered Accountants for the F inancial Years 2021 -22 and 

2022 -23.  

¶ The SDMA approved the Annual Accounts of both the SDMA and 

DDMAs for the financial year 2013 -14 to 2020 -21 which required to 

be presented before the Legislative Assembly, in accordance with the 

provisions outlined in Rul e 10 and 11 of the H.P Disaster 

Management Rule -2011.  

¶ The Chairman directed the Director IMD Meteorological Centre, 

Shimla to expedite the process of establishing 2 Doppler Radars. Data 

Centers at Hamirpur and Dharamshala and weather observatories 

across t he State. It was desired that DO letter to Union Minister be 

also sent from the Hon'ble Chief Minister.  

¶ Simultaneously, it is recommended that the National Seismic Centre 

be formally approached to expand their network within Himachal 

Pradesh. This expansio n can also enhance seismic monitoring in the 

State.  

¶ Digital weather observatories network needs to be increased in the 

State. It can significantly improve the efficiency, accuracy, and 

accessibility of weather information in a real -time basis facilitating 

meteorologists and relevant  authorities to receive immediate updates 

on changing weather conditions. This is crucial for timely response to 

severe weather events and emergencies  

¶ Furthermore, it is essential to trace and integrate the networks 

established b y various departments. By consolidating these individual 

efforts, a comprehensive and unified network can be developed for the 
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State. This approach ensures an efficient sharing of resources and 

information, resulting in a more effective disaster preparedne ss and 

response strategy.  

¶ The Director IMD shall prepare a roadmap for the State so that EWS 

in the state can be improved.  

¶ The Chairman directed that there is need of not only broadening the 

scope of data collection and monitoring capabilities but also 

facilitating the real -time dissemination of crucial information to the 

general public.  

¶ The Civil Defence structure shall be implemented in all the districts of 

the State utilizing the set up and infrastructure of Home Guards.  

¶ The funds for training of 1% of p opulation in Civil Defence shall be 

provided by the HP SDMA from the Preparedness and Capacity 

Building window of State Disaster Response Fund.  

¶ The DM -Cell shall train NCC cadets, NSS volunteers and Yuvak 

Mandal, etc. under the State notified scheme. In ad dition, the DM -Cell 

should also plan mechanisms such as certificates, awards or public 

acknowledgment to appreciate and motivate the volunteers. This can 

help foster a culture of community engagement. Furthermore, there 

should be a communication mechanism to keep volunteers informed, 

engaged and updated about disaster management activities.  

¶ The SDMA took the note of the agenda and detailed discussion took 

place on the need to regulate construction activities in the State for 

reducing built -up risk  and accor ded its approval for the key activities 

to be implemented to make the  State disaster resilient.  

¶ The Department of TCP, UD. RD and other departments were directed 

to take action immediately.  

¶ It was approved that the TCP regulations and provisions of Fire Ac t 

should be applicable for all commercial activities being undertaken in 

rural areas.  

¶ The Guidelines for DRR integrations were approved for fresh 

circulation and strict implementation by all the Departments. ATR 

may be shared in the next meeting of the SDM A. 

¶ SDMA took the note of the agenda items and recognized the need to 

improve DRR set up in the State.  

¶ The SDMA approved the proposed components of the HP DRR Project 

and also recommended it to be sent to Department of Economic 

Affairs GOI for rolling it ou t in April 2024.  
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¶ SDMA took note of the agenda and issued directions to hold a 

separate meeting focused on norms of assistance wherein DMC may 

make a power point presentation.  

¶ Hon'ble Chief Minister desired that the matter may be taken with GOI 

to include r oad accidents as national disaster for hill states like HP, in 

view of the geographic conditions of the State. Request may also be 

made to increase the ceiling of 10% to 30% for state specific disasters.  

¶ Hon'ble Chief Minister cum Chairman HPSDMA, issued d irections to 

take appropriate action w .r .t . the suggestions put forth by the DGP to 

improve response capacity of the state by strengthening Police 

Department.  

At the end, Hon'ble Chief Minister issued the following directions: - 

¶ Identification of sites for Muck Disposal:  

o The Deputy Commissioners shall liaise with relevant 

departments and local authorities to identify suitable sites for 

muck disposal of construction debris, or similar situations.  

o Executing Agencies to consider environmental impact and 

accessi bility while selecting these sites.  

o The Urban Development shall also implemented Construction 

and Demolition Waste Management Rules notified by the 

MoEF & CC.  

¶ Conduct Studies on Cloudburst:  

o Initiate studies to identify causes of cloudburst events in the 

State through Department of Environment, Science and 

Technology.  

o Collaborate with meteorological experts and institutions to 

analyze historical data, identify vulnerable areas, and 

understand the potential impacts of cloudbursts.  

¶ Integrate 1100CM Helpline Ex tension in SEOC and DEOC  

o Integrate the existing 1100CM helpline number to the State 

Emergency Operations Center (SEOC) and District Emergency 

Operations Centers (DEOCs). This ensures effective/unified 

communication and coordination during emergencies.  

¶ Cond uct Workshop on Earthquake & Landslide Hazard:  

o Plan and organize a comprehensive workshop on earthquake & 

landslide hazards.  
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o Involve experts, interactive sessions, and hands -on activities to 

educate participants about earthquake & landslide risks, 

prepare dness, and response.  

¶ Popularizing Mobile Apps Among the Public:  

o Promote Sachet, Mausam, and Meghdoot mobile apps among 

the general public.  

o Utilize social media, community outreach, and public 

awareness campaigns to inform people about these apps 

features a nd benefits for disaster -related information.  

¶ The Hon'ble Chief Minster expressed concem over large number of 

death being caused by road accidents every year. The DM -Cell was 

directed to refer the matter to MHA (in D.O. letter from HCM to 

Hon'ble Home Mini ster) for including the road accident in centre 

specific disasters and to increase expenditure on State specific  

disaster from 10% to 30%.  

¶ Hon'ble Chief Minister stressed upon the need to use technology to 

mitigate the effects of climate change related dis aster risk reduction. 

If need be, funds from state may be mobilized to improve the hydro -

meteorological network in the State. We need state of the art carly 

warning system so that loss of life and property can be reduced. There 

is need in carry out studies  to identify causes of such a large scale 

devastation which took place in the State during involving expert 

institutions. The studies should  also suggest remedial measures so 

that mitigation measures can be undertaken to reduce disaster risk.   
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4.   State Execu tive Committee Meetings FY 202 3-24 

 

4.1  Decisions taken in 20 th  State Executive Committee (SEC) Meeting  

(24 th  August , 2023 &   25 th  August, 2023 ) 

The 20th Meeting of State Executive Committee (SEC) constituted under 

Disaster Management Act 2005, held on 24 -25 August 2023 at HP Secretariat 

Shimla, under the Chairmanship of Shri Prabodh Saxena, Chief Secretary, 

Govt. of Himachal Pradesh  and following decision has been taken . 

¶ The Building Bye -laws as approved by the SEC be implemented immediately 

by TCP and UD and  compliance reported within 2 months.  

¶ Further, these Building Bye laws be re -examined in view of current 

requirements, and need be amended and implemented in due course of 

time.  

¶ TCP Department to ensure safe construction practices in rural areas 

commercial  activities to be brought under the ambit of TCP.  

¶ RD to promote safe construction practices in rural areas as already 

directed.  

¶ DDMAs to ensure safe construction practices in their respective jurisdiction 

and take steps to deal with vulnerable structures a s per law.  

¶ A comprehensive compliance report regarding the status of the 

implementation of the recommendations stated in  the white paper be 

demanded from the Stakeholder departments. This report should outline 

the progress made, any challenges encountered,  and the planned course of 

action moving forward and the same shall be placed in the next SEC 

meeting.  

¶ The SEC directed MPP & Power to submit an action taken report as per the 

decisions taken in meeting held on 18th August 2023 under the 

chairmanship of Ch ief Secretary.  

¶ The SEC specifically mentioned that the action against violation be taken in 

accordance with the guidelines provided by the Central Water Commission 

(CWC) and the Dam Safety Act of 2021 with the ultimate goal of promoting 

effective dam safet y in all major dam sites of the State.  

¶ The SDMA and DDMAs to immediately identify retired engineers, who are 

willing to provide their services and database of such engineers is to be 

placed on the websites of relevant departments i.e. SDMA, DDMAS, T&CP, 

RD & PR, UD MCs, etc.  Further, plan of action be developed to sensitized 

the general public about safe construction practices.  

¶ TCP Department to ensure safe construction practices in rural areas 

commercial activities to be brought under the ambit of TCP.  
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¶ RD to promote safe construction practices in rural areas as already directed  

and a ction taken to be shared with SEC immediately.  

¶ DM -Cell is advised to collaborate with additional technical institutions for 

conducting safety audit of Lifeline buildings. Furthe r, as CBRI Roorkee has 

completed its assigned work, it is advised that the services of CBRI be 

utilized for Mandi, Kullu and Lahaul & Spiti Districts. This will help the 

department to meet the timeline of the project.  

¶ Health Department to appoint Nodal Off icer to implement the Hospital 

Safety Scheme effectively. HP SDMA/DDMAS may assist the Health 

Department in implementing the Scheme.  Issue of retrofitting will be 

discussed separately.  

¶ It  was approved that the DM -Cell will select HIPA - Fairlawn for the 

establishment of SIDM.  

¶ The SEC advised that the project proposal for activities related to GLOFS 

mitigation should be submitted by HIMCOSTE.  

¶ The SEC noted action taken and accorded ex -post facto approval, items 

wise, to submit the memorandum to the Gol to se ek assistance under 

NDRF.  

¶ The SEC was informed of the availability of funds under SDRF over the 

period of XVth FC and the status of funds utilised during the period 2022 -

23 and 2023 -24 (till date) and t he SEC noted and accorded approval to the 

amount disbu rsed/spent/utilized.  

¶ Approval was accorded for notification of Project Appraisal Committee and 

Technical Advisory Committees notified on 10.5.2023.  

¶ The PMU was allowed to utilized 2% of the SDMF for hire consulting firms 

to prepare DPRs. engage technical a nd R & D Institutions to help prepare 

DPRs and supervise mitigation activities in the field, pay TA/DA, fee and 

honorarium to expert members of TAC as resolved by the PAC, hire vehicles 

and office space, salary of staff hired in PMU, etc.  

¶ The DPRs for retr ofitting of schools and health institutions amounting to 

Rs. 40.25 as proposed were approved with cost escalation. The retrofitting 

may be executed through PWD as the DMC has already trained around 50 

engineers from PWD to carry out  retrofitting activities . 

¶ The hazard was and component wise breakup of total available SDMF was 

approved, as per the GOI guidelines.  

¶ There is urgent need that SDRF is raised as per the sanctioned strength at 

the earliest. They need to be further properly equipped and trained as p er 

the need of the State. During Relief Commissioners' Conference, the NDRF 

HQ has shared a vision document for HP SDRF. There is need to develop HP 

SDRF on those lines.  
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¶ The deployment of HP Police personnel to SDRF should be made on NDRF 

pattern. The DGP is requested appropriate orders accordingly.  

¶ The PHQ may take up the matter with Home Department to provide risk 

allowance to SDRF personnel on Uttarakhand and Maharashtra pattern.  

¶ Similarly, strengthening of NDRF also needs to be expedited as per the need  

and requirement of the State. Construction of its campus at Rampur needs 

to be taken up on  priority.  

¶ DC Mandi to ensure prompt action on FCA case of NDRF land in Mandi.  

¶ The DCs concerned were directed to assess damages and losses due to 

sudden releases an d expenditure incurred on search and rescue and issue 

notice for loading the expenditure to the dam authorities as per the 

provisions of the DM Act or otherwise.  

¶ Matter may be discussed with IMD to improve weather and seismic network 

in the State on Uttara khand pattern and share proposed in next meeting of 

SEC. 

¶ The districts may be advised to consider adopting Sri Kedarnath Model of 

electronic surveillance and monitoring of Yatras/Temple complexes and 

share their thoughts/ATR on this.  

¶ Vigorous follow up of action plan contained in White Paper on Earthquake 

Mitigation may be done with stakeholder departments and SEC updated 

regularly.  

¶ In order to reduce future disaster damages and losses, there is need to 

strengthen DRR set up in the State. Some of the action s for DRR 

strengthening are as under: - 

o Strengthening of DMC and DDMAS  

o Allotment of adequate space for DMC in HP Secretariat to 

accommodate more manpower  

o Strengthening of Fire Services, Home Guard and Civil 

Defence  

o Strengthening of State Disaster Response F orce 

o Early construction of infrastructure of NDRF  

o Setting up State Institute of Disaster Management for 

training and capacity building  

o Focusing on Infrastructure Building for disaster management  

¶ In order to achieve the above actions, the DMC has posed two projects for 

external assistance. One Project worth 100 million Euros has been posed to 

AFD and another project worth 150 Million USD has been posed to the 

World Bank. These projects will help develop requisite infrastructure for 

DRR and also help build ca pacity of the disaster management agencies and 

institutions. The DPR of AFD project will be ready by August and the project 
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will be ready for negotiation and signing and the SEC took note of the 

proposed action and accorded its in -principal approval to the  

suggestions/proposals.  

¶ The SEC approved the proposal for the celebration of IDDR from 8th to 13th 

October 2023.  

¶ The SEC approved the proposal for circulating the MHA norms retaining the 

items on which state gives over and above the MHA norms.  

¶ The matter m ay also be taken with MHA, GOI to increase the ceiling of 

expenditure in state specific disasters from 10% to 30%.  

¶ The SEC approved that out of the available SDMF funds, 50% amount i.e. 

68.62 Cr and 81.40 Cr of State Disaster Response Fund may be considere d 

for investment in Treasury Bills (91 days) through RBI.  

¶ The DM -Cell may ask the RBI for the creation of a separate SGL (Subsidiary 

General Ledger Account) for the investment of SDRF/SDMF prior to making 

any investments to avoid mixing of funds and mainta ining proper accounts.  

¶ Excess/unwanted unspent fund lying in bank account (including interest 

eamed on SDRF/NDRF funds) be recalled from all the Deputy 

commissioners and the departments.  

¶ The SEC delegated the power to the Principal Secretary (Revenue) to t he 

GoHP to release the funds surrendered by the districts.  

¶ It was further decided that the surrendered funds will be further allocated 

to the districts where there is demand.  

¶ The SEC decided that funds available in district generated for COVID 19 be 

recall ed from the districts and deposited in HPSDMA COVID -19 SDRF 

account so that these funds can be used during disaster situation as and 

when required.  

¶ The SEC accorded approval to release funds to SDRF for purchase of 

equipment as per their estimate.  

¶ The prop osal of purchase of 13 No. of Bailey Bridges submitted by Principal 

Secretary (PWD) was approved.  

¶ The SEC also allowed DMC to get activities proposed by UNDP w.r.t. 

updation of DMPs, implementation of Hospital Safety & School Safety 

Components, Techno -legal regime, Organisation of Exposure Visits, etc., 

executed through it on actual cost basis.  

¶ The MD, HP SEDC was asked to carry out pilot in 3 districts initially and re -

submit proposal accordingly.  

¶ The SEC has noted and accorded approval to the amount 

disbu rsed/spent/utilized.  

¶ Further, the Principal Secretary (Revenue) was authorized to release funds 

to implement  various schemes being run by HP SDMA.  
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4.2  Decisions taken in  21 st  State  Executive Committee (SEC) Meeting  

(14 th  December, 2023 & 6 th  January, 2024)  

The 21 st Meeting of HP State Executive Committee (SEC) constituted 

under the Disaster Management Act, 2005 held on 14th December 2023 & 06 

January 2024 respectively in CS Committee Room, HP Secretariat, Shimla 

under the Chairmanship of Shri Prabodh Saxena, C hief Secretary, H.P. and 

following decisions have been taken.  

¶ The Chairman, SEC, highlighted the recommendation of PDNA document 

prepared for Monsoon Season -2023 and directed UD deptt. to re -examine 

the Building Bye -laws in view of current requirements. In  this regard, 

compliance reported from UD Deptt. be submitted to DM -Cell within a 

month.  

¶ The DM -Cell has constituted a Safe Construction Committee on 5 th  Jan 

2024 and is in the process of preparing guidelines to regulate 

construction in rural and urban are as. The SEC directed that the 

Committee should also review the draft building bye -laws prepared by the 

T&CP and the preferability of these guidelines should be presented in the 

next SEC meeting.  

¶ Additionally, the DM -Cell and RDD should collaborate with tec hnical 

institution i.e CBRI -Roorkee, IIT -Mandi, NIT -Hamirpur and other 

technical institutions to conduct a periodical sensitization program up to 

the block level technical staff.  

¶ DDMAs are directed to expedite the process of identifying suitable 

masons and  bar binders at the Panchayat level for the effective 

implementation of the State -notified scheme.  

¶ The recommendation of the white paper is considered useful and provides 

opportunities to build an earthquake -resilient environment for the 

people/infrastruct ure residing around Zone IV/V. In compliance with the 

recommendation, the SEC strongly emphasizes that the Action Taken 

reports be submitted before the next meeting.  

¶ The SEC noted the actions taken and decided to place the proceedings of 

the meeting schedu led for January 9, 2024, before the SEC in the next 

meeting. Additionally, it was directed that the findings of the inspection 

report be shared by the DoE with the National Dam Safety Authority. 

Furthermore, dam authorities found to be in violation are to be penalized 

in accordance with the existing rules and regulations set by the 

Government of India/State Government.  

¶ The SEC noted the actions taken and directed the uploading of details of 

the retired engineers on the official websites of HPSDMA, T&CP, UD,  
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Rural Development & MCs. Further, it was directed that a sensitization 

workshop be arranged for these engineers at HIPA or any other 

institution deemed suitable to promote safe constructions in the State.  

¶ The Rural Development Department has been instruct ed to speed up 

reviewing the draft for regulating construction in rural areas, prepared by 

the T&CP Department. The actions taken are to be shared with the DM -

Cell at the earliest.  

¶ CBRI Roorkee shall be requested to share the proposal for the Hospital 

Safety Structural/Safety Audit of Lifeline Buildings in Mandi, Kullu, and 

Lahaul & Spiti Districts. The same will be presented in the next SEC 

meeting for discussion and deliberation on the retrofitting of critical 

infrastructure.  

¶ The Health Department is dire cted to appoint a nodal officer for the 

implementation of the Hospital Safety schemes across the State.  

¶ The SEC observed that the proposal is related to the promotion of R&D 

concerning GLOF -related hazards. However, critical sites require 

intervention such  as the installation of an Early Warning system, 

draining water from critical sites, and conducting hydrological modeling 

in the case of a breach of the GLOF site. Therefore, HIMCOSTE is 

directed to prepare the proposal on a pilot basis for the most critic al site.  

¶ As the Police department has initiated fresh recruitment of various 

capacities, the SEC has advised that the quota for HP -SDRF personnel be 

reserved for as notified by this department in January 2020.  

¶ The deployment of HP Police personnel to SDRF should be made on 

NDRF pattern. The DGP is requested appropriate orders accordingly. SEC 

directed to issue appropriate action in this regard and present the status 

of the same in the next SEC meeting.  

¶ The PHQ may take up the matter with Home Department to provide risk 

allowance to SDRF personnel on Uttarakhand and Maharashtra pattern. 

The SEC decided the PHQ shall arrange a meeting with the Secretary to 

the GoHP and present the Status of the same in the next SEC meeting.  

¶ The SEC decided that the DM -Cell sho uld explore the possibility of 

financial support from the State Government for said proposal. To 

facilitate this, the file shall be routed to the finance department.  

¶ The SEC directed the DoE to ensure the establishment of Early warning 

system in all major dam across the State by the end of this financial year 

i.e. 31March 2024 in accordance with the CWC guidelines 2015& Dam 

Safety Act 2021.  

¶ Earthquake & Other Disaster Risk and Need of Mitigation & Risk 

Reduction  
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o (a) The SEC accorded in principal approval to  the action points 

proposed. Reviews review with Departments may be organised to 

expedite actions.  

o b) Vigorous follow up of action plan contained in White Paper on 

Earthquake Mitigation may be done with stakeholder departments 

and SEC updated regularly.  

In this regard, all Administrative Secretaries, Heads of Departments 

(HoD), and Deputy Commissioners (DCs) to submit the Action Taken 

Reports before the next SEC meeting and the Status be apprised to 

Chairman on regular intervals.  

¶ The SEC has decided to sp eed up preparing the bidding document to hire 

an agency for conducting simulation exercises studies.  

¶ The SGL account shall be opened at the earliest as RBI has shared the 

Documents via mail on 21.12.2023. the related documents be filled and 

Status along wi th investment plan be placed in the in the next SEC 

meeting.   

¶ SEC directed the District Administration -Bilaspur, Chamba, Hamirpur, 

Kangra, Kinnaur, L&S, Mandi, Shimla, Solan and Sirmaur to provide the 

status of the Bank account and surrender the unspent M oney to DM -Cell 

by the end of 31 st January, 2024.  

¶ As all the Deputy Commissioners have deposited the funds into the 

HPSDMA - COVID -19 SDRF account, the SEC has decided that the 

remaining funds should be utilized by the DM -Cell during a disaster 

situation, a s and when required since this fund has been opened under 

DM Act, 2005, to prevent audit objections.  

¶ In -principle approval was given for all the projects recommended by the 

PAC, except Kali Ghar -Chamba & Chhruru -Kullu proposed for landlside 

risk mitgation  

¶ The in principle approval has been given for Kali Ghar -Chamba & 

Chhruru -Kullu, subject to on -site technical evaluation by technical 

institutions such as CBRI -Roorkee, IIT -Mandi, NITTTER, and NIT -

Hamirpur, etc. The Detailed Project Report (DPR) of the said projects 

should be vetted by the specified institutes, and funds should be 

allocated accordingly.  

¶ Detailed Project Reports (DPRs) proposed under the National Disaster 

Mitigation Fund should bevetted by the Finance department before being 

forwarded to the N ational Disaster Management Authority. This vetting 

process is essential to verify the financial support, where the State is 

required to bear a share of 10% for assistance up to Rs 250 crore, 20% 
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for assistance up to Rs 500 crore, and 25% for assistance ex ceeding Rs 

500 crore, in accordance with the NDMF guidelines.  

¶ The Project Management Unit (PMU, SDMF - DM -Cell) is directed to 

explore the possibility of funding a DPR preparation  amount on the 

analogy of  PWD DPR preparation rate.  

¶ The SEC approved the pr oposal regarding renaming of the current 

position of Deputy Programme Manager to Project Director, Project 

Management Unit (SDMF)  so that the HAS Officer appointed can be 

properly designated and work of the PMU can be run smoothly.  

¶ The SEC approved the pro posal that Deputy Programme Manager or if re -

designated as Project Director he/she may be granted the authority to 

approve financial transactions up to the limit of Fifty thousand only 

(Rs.50,000) per month, towards meeting office and miscellaneous 

expendi ture of the Project Management Unit from Management cost 

component of the SDMF Funds.  

¶ The SEC acknowledged the proposed actions and granted its in -principle 

approval for Establishment of a Himalayan Centre for Disaster Risk 

Reduction in Himachal Pradesh In stitute of Public Administration (HIPA).  

¶ The Disaster Management Cell (DM -Cell) is assigned the responsibility of 

segregating department -wise actionable points outlined in the Post 

Disaster Needs Assessment (PDNA) document. Each actionable point is to 

be shared with the respective administrative secretaries for the 

preparation of a detailed action plan within their specific domains.  

¶ The progress of the proposed suggestions/proposals in PDNA document 

be presented before the SEC in the upcoming meeting for f urther review 

and discussion.  

¶ The SEC granted in -principle approval for the proposal and directed that 

before initiating the proposal, a site -specific requirement of equipment be 

prepared by HP -SDRF in consultation with NDRF for the conversion of 

the 356 i dentified centres into the Designation of Response Centres. 

Furthermore, the cost estimation of the required equipment is to be 

presented before the SEC in the next meeting.  

¶ The Principal Secretary, Department of Home, Himachal Pradesh, vide 

letter no Home (A)-A(3)-3/2012 -II, dated 27 th  May 2023 has sent a request 

w.r.t  the letter No. HP -SDRF/Rev(DM)/19/2020 -2037 dated 20.05.2023 

received ADGP Police requesting to allocate additional funds to the tune 

of Rs.50.00 Lakh for the òConstruction of swimming pool (Flood & 

Drawing Rescue Centre) at Police Training Centre Darohó and The SEC 

accorded its approval to the proposal.  
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¶ The Himachal  Pradesh State Electronics Development Corporation 

(HPSEDCL) had submitted proposal òuse of Drones for effective Disaster 

Management in HPó. The proposal was  placed before the 20th Meeting of 

the State Executive Committee (SEC) . In the meeting t he Director 

HPSEDC was directed to carry out pilot in 3 districts and resubmit 

proposal accordingly . The Managing Director, HP State Electr onics 

Development Corporation Ltd. vide its letter No. T -HPSEDC/ Drone/ 

2K22 - 10236, dated 22/09/2023 has sent a revised Proposal on the 

aforementioned topic. The proposed cost of the project is Rs. 

2,12,16,064/ -. 

In this regard,  

a. The SEC acknowledged the revised proposal and directive was issued 

to pilot the proposal in one of the districts severely affected during the 

monsoon season of 2023.  

b.  The final decision on the district selection was delegated to the 

Additional Chief Secretary (Revenue) of the Gover nment of Himachal 

Pradesh.  

c. The DoIT was instructed to submit the revised proposal for the 

selected district.  

¶ The State Emergency Operations Centre of HPSDMA has been shifted to 

the Integrated Command and Control Centre at Armsdale Building P -III. 

The new P remises currently requires Audio and Video Calling system to 

enhance its ability to monitor the situations across the state and 

Virtually conduct meetings with the Districts and other Stakeholders. In 

this regard the HP State Electronics Development Corpor ation Ltd. has 

sent a Proposal for the same vide Letter No. T020 Vol -vii/hw -

sw/Rates/AUG -2023 -8686 dated 28 -08-2023, amounting to Rs. 

35,64,814/ - and The SEC accorded its approval to the proposal.  

¶ The SEC took note of the proposal and advises UNDP to prese nt the 

segregation of financial resources to be incurred for managing the human 

resources to run the project in the next SEC meeting. This is to provide 

proper justification along with items proposed in the project for Disaster 

Risk Reduction (DRR).  

¶ This i s with reference to letter No. 800/SK (DM), dated 29 th  November, 

2023, received from DC Kullu w.r.t. letter No. YSS (MI) H/G -13/2018 Vol -

II/8341 dated: 20 October, 2023, received from the Director, 

A.B.V.I.M.A.S, and to say that HPSDMA sanctioned the budge t i.e. 32.85 

lacs for the purchase of a life saving device in Snow Bound regions: 

RECCO. The said amount will not be sufficient to call the tender of the 

device. A demand has been made for an additional amount of Rs. 10 
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Lakh) for the device and Rs. 05 lakh  for the purchase of a Satellite Phone 

and the SEC accorded its approval to the proposal.  

¶ The SEC noted the agenda  w.r.t SAR vehicles  & directed to constitute a 

Committee under Chairmanship of Joint Secretary (Rev -DM) to the GoHP 

for finalization of speci fications of SAR vehicles and financial implications 

associated with these vehicles. Further, Chair has apprised the 

participants that ICICI bank already proved SAR vehicles to District 

Administration Mandi, Kinnaur & L&S and is also in process of handling  

over the SAR vehicles under the CSR to the State. SAR vehicles should be 

bearing the Logo of HPSDMA.  

¶ Atal Bihari Vajpayee Institute of Mountaineering and Allied Sports  

Manali - This is with reference to letter No. YSS(Mittti -New Vehicle 

716/2017 -19/8759 , Dated  28 November 2023, received from Director 

Atal Bihari Vajpayee Institute of Mountaineering & Allied Sports, Manali. 

requesting that a dedicated rescue vehicle, fully equipped,  having high 

power engine and sufficient boot space is essentially requi red for search 

and rescue. The SEC accorded its Administrative Approval and 

Expenditure Sanction to the proposal.  

¶ The Deputy Commissioner, District, Kullu, (H.P.) has requested to 

provide a total fund of Rs 13,11,598/ - for the payment of field visit of 

var ious teams such as IMCT, PDNA, GSI and River basin changes 

committee visited District Kullu for the assessment of the damages 

occurred during the floods in the monsoon season(Rs 3,11,598/ -) and 

funds of Rs 10,00,000/ - for conduct of various activities in t he Training 

& Capacity Building budget head. The SEC accorded its approval to the 

proposal.  

¶ The Deputy Commissioner, District Kullu (H.P.) has submitted demand of 

funds for the payment of bills incurred for conduct of 'Capacity Building' 

workshop for Disas ter affected families of Kullu District on 21 -10-2023 

during which the Hon'ble Chief Minister of Himachal Pradesh engaged 

and interacted with the disaster affected families of district Kullu. In this 

regard, bills of the expenditure occurred during the eve nt have been 

received by this office amounting to a total of Rs 5,29,246 . The SEC 

accorded its approval to the proposal.  

¶ Demand of fund by DDMA -Shimla for Winter Season:  the Deputy 

Commissioner District Shimla, (H.P.) has submitted that the 

Administration  needs to take preventive measures to avoid any untoward 

incidents during winter season. In view of the above this office requires 

funds amounting to Rs 30,00,000/ - (Rupees Thirty Lakh) under the 
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Capacity Building Head for the said purpose please. The SEC accorded its 

approval to the proposal.  

¶ Additional Demand of fund by DDMA -Mandi for Equipment Bank:  

Deputy Commissioner District Mandi (H.P.) has submitted additional 

requirement of funds amounting to Rs. 1,06,53,987/ - for the 

procurement of Search and Res cue Equipment (Equipment Bank) DDMA 

Mandi  has placed supply orders via GeM portal costing to Rs. 

3,10,53,987/ - (contract/supply orders attached) out of which Rs. 

2,04,00,000/ - has already been and now there is a shortage of funds 

amounting to Rs. 1,06,53, 987/ -. The SEC accorded its approval to the 

proposal.  

¶ Council of Education Research & Training, Solan, has submitted a 

consolidated proposal (Including SCERT, Govt. College of Teacher 

Education, Dharamshala, & District Institute of Education and Training 

(DIET) all districts) for the various activities and Trainings under the 

School Safety Project, amounting to Rs.4,34,77,981/ - scheme. The SEC 

accorded Financial Approval of Rs. 2,54,79,123/ -. to the proposal  

¶ The SEC directed that a team of experts will visi t Uttarakhand and 

analyze the functionality of the Early Warning System designed by the IIT 

Roorkee for Uttarakhand SDMA and its use in Disaster Risk Reduction.  

¶ The SEC acknowledged the proposal and granted its in -principle approval 

to the Centre for Devel opment of Advanced Computing proposal for the 

automation of helpline numbers.  

¶ The SEC acknowledged the proposal for enhancing emergency 

communication capabilities and in -principle approval was granted to the 

procurement of 73 I -SAT Phones.  The DM -Cell was advised to review 

communication needs concerning different types of disasters.  

¶ Prior to signing the contract with BSNL, it was directed that provisions be 

included to ensure alternative handsets in case of technical malfunctions, 

with consignee agencies pr oviding alternatives until the defective 

handsets are handed over  to executing agencies.  

¶ The SEC acknowledged the proposal for enhancing emergency 

communication capabilities and gave in -principle approval for improving 

the weather observation/monitoring ne twork for the multi -Hazard Early 

Warning System.  

¶ During the meeting, the SEC directed the initiation of the No Objection 

Certificate (NOC) formula process for the upcoming observatories to be 

established by various institutions and obligatory provision wa s 

recommended, mandating institutions to supply their database to the 

Centre Notified Early Warning Agencies.  
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¶ Institutions that have already established observatories in the State were 

directed to share their databases with Centre Notified Early Warning 

Agencies. This sharing of data is to be legally bound by the Disaster 

Management Act, 2005, Dam Safety Act -2021 and other relevant 

provisions.  

¶ Directions were issued to send a letter reiterating the key points 

discussed in the meeting held on November 24, 2023. It was mandated 

that the progress on implementing the directives and the overall 

improvement of the weather observation and monitoring network be 

presented in the next SEC meeting. This allows for continued discussion, 

evaluation, and further deliber ation on the advancements made in line 

with the approved proposals and directives.  

¶ The SEC acknowledged the proposal and granted its in -principle approval 

to the signing of MoU with OneWeb Satellite Communication to roll out a 

Pilot Project in HP .  

¶ The SEC  acknowledged the proposal and granted its in -principle approval 

for Institutionalizing GO -NGO Coordination in Himachal Pradesh to 

enhance effective Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR).  

 

 

4.3  Decisions taken in 22 nd     State Executive Committee (SEC) Meeting 

(13 th  February, 2024 ) 

The 22 nd  Meeting  of HP State Executive Committee (SEC) constituted 

under the Disaster Management Act, 2005 held on 13th February , 2024  in the 

CS Committee Room, HP Secretariat, Shimla under the Chairmanship of Chief 

Secretary cum Chairman SE C Sh. Prabodh Saxena and following decisions 

have been  taken.  

¶ The 55proposals ( Landslide Mitigation -3, Fire Mitigation -4, Earthquake  -

48) amounting to rupees 49,87,22,797 (Forty Nine Crore Eighty Seven 

Lakh Twenty Two Thousand Seven Hundred Ninety Seven o nly )were 

approved for sanction and release of funds  (List is at Annexure II).  

¶ 14 project proposals under flood mitigation, amounting to  Rs. 

61,42,55,556, were given in principle approval  subject to the conditions 

of clearance from the Ministry of Home Af fairs (MHA) regarding 

expenditure of more than 50% fund ceiling on single hazard (List is at 

Annexure II).  

¶ DPR on òChannelization on  right bank of Seer Khad at Jahu in Tehsil 

Bhoranj distt. Hamirpur under flood mitigation of an amounting of 

rupees 9, 92, 0 0,000óhadalready submitted to other funding agency. As 
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such putting up this proposal for funding from SDMF cannot be 

considered and hence not approved  (List is at Annexure II).  

¶ The Chairman gave the following direction(s) on the proposal submitted 

by Depar tment of Town &Country Planning, HP w.r.t. òSpatial planning 

in three priority districts of Shimla, Kullu, and Kangra, focusing 

on Non -Structural Mitigation, amounting to Rs. 7,20,00,000ó (List is 

at Annexure II) :- 

o The proposal should first come up on file  for perusal and 

direction by the PMU.  

o The regional and Development Plans should include GIS platform 

with scale 1:10,000 or any other higher scale. The HRVA 

conducted by the DMC, Department of Revenue should be taken 

into consideration while preparing Zon al and Development 

Regulations.  

o The Central University of Himachal Pradesh has conducted Micro 

Zonation Mapping for Shimla City, which should be considered 

during the regional mapping of Shimla district.  

o A detailed presentation is mandated before the next SEC 

meeting.  

¶ DPR on  òSlope stabilization and rock fall mitigation works at Km 

3/200 to 3/600 along hill side of Link road to village Hango. (SH: -

Removing of loose rock mass, Construction of Gabion walls in 

benches in sliding zones, and providing Erosion ma t in sliding zone 

and providing Mechanically Woven Hexagonal Shaped Wire Mesh 

netting in essential portions etc.) amounting to rupees 3,77,35,647ó 

need to be technically re -evaluated and supervise by technical 

institutions or empanelled agencies (List is at Annexure II).  

¶ In an effort to maintain transparency and accountability in project 

implementation, Disaster Management Authorities (DDMAs) and 

Implementing Agencies have to ensure that tendering process for 

approved proposals in SEC meeting should not be fr agmented or 

piecemealed into multiple parts for any single project.  

¶ The DDMAs and Implementing Agencies are directed to ensure that 

within fire mitigation projects, water is utilized according to its 

designated purpose and not diverted for domestic/other u se. Further, fire 

hydrants should be designed with seismic hazard in view.  

¶ The Deputy Commissioners (DCs) have been directed to promptly transfer 

funds by 15 th Feb 2024, to the implementing agencies which is available 

in e -vitran and sign MoU.  
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¶ The Impleme nting Agency must ensure that bioengineering work should 

be done where it is required along with engineering solution.  

¶ The Project Proposals proposed under National Disaster Mitigation Fund 

should be submitted to MHA/NDMA after getting concurrence of the 

Finance Department  (List is at Annexure III).  

¶ The Committee desired that the DPRs under the earthquake retrofitting 

prepared by NDMA would be done under the supervision of CBRI 

Roorkee. Additional Chief Secretary (Revenue) directed PMU to take up 

the matte r with CBRI Roorkee in this regard.  

 

5.  Important Meetings 2023 ð 24  

 

5.1  Consultative Workshop -1 (Day -2) on 100 Million Euro, AFD funded 

project named "HP DRRP Program Preparation Study" under the 

Chairmanship of Principal Secretary(Revenue) at Landmark Hotel -

Shimla.  

 
 

5.2  A meeting held under the Chairmanship of Special Secretar y (Revenue -

Disaster Management  regarding Study Proposal | Develop Quality 

Infrastructure Diagnostic & Planning Toolkits for Water Supply Systems 

in India - Shimla City on dated 08 -05-2023.  
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5.3  Glimpses of two day workshop on 'National Disaster Management 

Information System' at Himachal Pradesh Institute of Public 

Administration 18th May, 2023.  
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5.4  On dated 13th July, 2023,  a meeting held under the Chairmanship of 

Honõble Governor, Himachal Pradesh. In the meeting review of the status 

of Monsoon Damages / Losses, Relief Measures and Restoration of 

infrastructure in the State.  

 

5.5  On dated 13th July, 2023, a meeting held under the Chairmanship of 

Honõble Chief Secretary with Administrative Secretaries, HODs and 

Deputy Commissioners and officers of the Center Govt. In the meeting 

review of the status of Monsoon Damages / Losses, Relief Measures and 

Restoration of infrastructure in the State.  
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5.6  On July 21 st  , 2023, Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh Su khu convened a 

meeting with a delegation of eight members from the National Disaster 

Management Authority, led by financial advisor Ravneesh Kumar, to 

assess the losses incurred by the state due to disasters. The Chief 

Minister briefed the central delegati on about the heavy rainfall, 

landslides, and floods causing significant damage in the state, 

emphasizing the need for assistance from the Central government to 

tackle the situation in Himachal Pradesh. Further, he urged the Central 

government to provide ec onomic assistance to Himachal Pradesh and 

other mountainous states, considering the challenging geographical 

conditions and construction costs.  
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5.7   In response to the devastating floods that struck Himachal Pradesh from 

July 9th to 11th, 2023, the Nationa l Disaster Management Authority 

(NDMA), India, at the behest of the Government of Himachal Pradesh, 

initiated a Post -Disaster Needs Assessment (PDNA) to facilitate recovery 

and reconstruction efforts. Heading the initiative is a 22 -member team 

led by Sh. K unal Satyarthi, Joint Secretary of NDMA, comprising experts 

from various organizations including the National Institute of Disaster 

Management (NIDM), the Central Disaster Risk Reduction Institute 

(CDRI), the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), th e United 

Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), the Indian Institutes of Technology 

(IIT), Jaypee University, and 60 officers from six districts representing 

HPPUD, HPSEB, Jal Shakti, Agriculture, and Horticulture departments. 

In collaboration with NDMA, the Hi machal Pradesh State Disaster 

Management Authority (HPSDMA) organized a Training cum Sensitization 

Programme focused on Post -Disaster Needs Assessment (PDNA) to 

enhance preparedness and effectiveness in addressing the aftermath of 

disasters.  
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5.8  On August 15, 2023, a meeting was convened in Shimla to review the 

prevailing situation of disasters in the state. Heavy rainfall over the past 

four days has resulted in a 157 percent increase, causing extensive 

damage across the entire state.  
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5.9  On August 18, 202 3, the Chief Secretary sternly addressed the issue of 

non -compliance with the Dam Safety Act (DSA) by dam authorities, 

holding them accountable for the challenges faced by Himachal Pradesh 

this year due to heavy rains triggering disasters across the state.  

Chairing a meeting on safety concerns regarding the discharge of water 

from dams, Chief Secretary Prabodh Saxena emphasized the need to fix 

responsibility for the failure of dam authorities to adhere to the DSA and 

the guidelines issued by the Central Wat er Commission in 2015. He 

highlighted the incident in 2014 where 24 students from Andhra Pradesh 

were washed away, underscoring the importance of strengthening early 

warning systems. Saxena stressed that the DSA mandates surveillance, 

inspection, operation , and maintenance of specified reservoirs, pointing 

out the negligence of many dam authorities, which led to damages to 

public and private property as well as disruption of road networks. He 

directed officials to cease persuasion and dialogue, opting inste ad for 

stringent action against defaulters, urging them to prepare detailed 

reports on damages and initiate legal actions. Saxena emphasized the 

need for regular risk assessments of dams, ensuring the functionality of 

dam safety units round -the -clock, and effective functioning of the State 

Committee on Dam Safety and State Dam Safety Organization. Present in 

the meeting were DGP Sanjay Kundu, Financial Commissioner Revenue 

Onkar Chand Sharma, and other senior officials.  

 

5.10  On August 26, 2023, Chief Minister Thakur Sukhvinder Singh Sukhoo 

chaired a meeting of the Himachal Pradesh State Disaster Management 

Authority, focusing on deploying state -of-the -art technology for weather 

forecasting. He emphasized the development of a modern technological 



62 
 

system based on  forecasts. The Chief Minister also announced the 

provision of training to 47,390 volunteers across the state to ensure their 

services are available in disaster -affected areas.  

 

 

5.11  On November 16, 2023, 

a meeting chaired by Sh. 

D.C. Rana, Director -

Cum -Special Secretary 

(Revenue-DM), was 

convened with several 

training institutes 

across the State of 

Himachal Pradesh. The 

primary objective of this meeting was to review and sensitize the 

implementation of the Training Needs Assessment 2017 for Disaster 

Manageme nt. Several actionable points emerged from the discussion, 

aiming to enhance disaster preparedness and response capabilities 

within the state.  
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¶ All the departments to ensure Implementation of TNA w.r.t. their 

department. SDMA will help departments to train Master Trainer, draw 

training modules and provide budget to conduct training.  

¶ Pre-service training may be implemented in Education (SCERT, DIET, 

GOTE, etc.); Health (Medical & Nursing Colleges); Police Training 

Colleges/Institutions; RTI Joginder Nagar, In stitutions of Forest and all 

other Departments which provide/impart pre -service trainings.  

¶ All Departments shall maintain database of trainers and share with 

SDMA.  

¶ 4. To organise an orientation program on hospital safety for the Health 

Department, to be co nducted in the presence of the Secretary, Health to 

GoHP. The meeting will be attended by Medical Superintendents, Medical 

College Principals, Chief Medical Officers (CMOs), and Nodal Officers from 

various programs within the department. Subsequent to this  orientation, 

the implementation of the Hospital Safety Scheme by the Health & Family 

Welfare Department is anticipated to extend across the entire state of 

Himachal Pradesh.  

¶ DDMAs will compile a list of volunteers who have completed basic 

disaster managem ent training and express an interest in advancing their 

skills. These volunteers may be encouraged to enroll in advanced 

mountaineering or water - related courses at the Atal Bihari Vajpayee 

Institute of Mountaineering and Allied Sports (ABVIMAS), Furthermo re, 

ABVIMAS is invited to independently submit proposals to HPSDMA for 

training and capacity building of all youth in mountain search and 

rescue.  

¶ River search and rescue (SAR) involves the deployment of specialized 

teams and equipment to locate and rescue individuals who may be in 

distress or missing along a river. This type of operation is crucial in 

responding to emergencies such as water -related accidents, floods, or 

other incidents where people may be at risk in or around rivers. In this 

regard, SDRF/Fi re & Home Guard may take the initiative to train 

manpower at ABVIMAS for both basic and advanced training so that 

water -related search and rescue operations can be effectively managed at 

the local level.  

¶ State Council of Educational Research and Training ( SCERT) in Himachal 

Pradesh, serves as an educational body responsible for developing 

curriculum, instructional materials, and teacher training programs. 

SCERT plays a crucial role in shaping the education system at the state 

level and is also a key agency in sensitization and the implementation of 

the school safety program by HPSMDA. In this context, the it has been 
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directed SCERT to resubmit the proposal for the School Safety Project 

training program compnshensively, Involving all District Institutes of 

Education and Training (DIETs), & Govt. College of Teacher Education.  

¶ The State Agricultural Management and Extension Training Institute 

(SAMETI) was directed to submit a proposal for training, including 

modules related to disaster management, with a specifi c focus on climate 

change. The target audience for this training would be agricultural and 

horticulture officials of the state departments.  

¶ The Panchayati Raj Institute of Training (PRIT) was directed to review a 

training module that has already been prepa red for Panchayat (Training 

Manual for  Panchayati Raj Institutions Community -Based Disaster Risk 

Reduction) and update the module if necessary. Subsequently, the 

institute will roll out the program at the Panchayat level .  

¶ Himachal Pradesh Council for Scie nce, Technology & Environment 

(HIMCOSTE) is conducting the Training of Masons, Carpenters & Bar 

Binders on Hazard Resistant Construction under the HPSDMA Scheme. 

Additionally, the Chair has directed to Dr. S.S. Randhawa to provide 

training to engineers and  architects from the line departments in disaster 

preparedness and safe construction. To achieve this objective, 

HIMCOSTE is encouraged to establish collaborations with reputable 

institutions specializing in the field . 

¶ At the conclusion of the meeting, th e 

Chairman directed all the training 

institutes and organizations present at 

the meeting to thoroughly review the 

Training Need Assessment (TNA) 

document. They are to understand the 

roles and responsibilities at various 

levels within the stakeholder 

depart ments and identify any training 

gaps or specific needs. Within the next 

two weeks, these organizations and 

institutions are required to submit 

training proposals to HPSDMA . 

 

5.12  On November 16, 2023, a meeting was convened under the chairmanship 

of Sh. Prabodh  Saxena, Chief Secretary of the Government of Himachal 

Pradesh, focusing on winter preparedness.  
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5.13  Meeting on "Preparing Roadmap for Integrated Multi - Hazard Early 

Warning System for Himachal Pradesh" held on 24th November 2023 

Under the Chairmanship of Director -cum -ex Officio Special Secretary 

(Rev-DM) to the GoHP, Sh. DC Rana, in NIC Conference Hall, Armsdale 

Building, HP Secretariat. Sh. DC Rana, Director -cum -ex Officio Special 

Secretary (Rev -DM) to the Government of Himachal Pradesh (GoHP), gave 

inaug ural remarks. He provided an overview of the multi -hazard early 

warning system and emphasized its necessity for the state. Other than 

the Indian Meteorological Department (IMD), Central Water Commission 

(CWC), and National Seismological Centre (NSC), vario us agencies have 

installed near real -time data observatories across the state. These 

observatories serve departmental purposes but are not known to the 

HPSDMA or the agencies notified by the Center to issue early warning. 

The Chair mentioned that the depar tment has identified 650 networks of 

observatories setup by various agencies for various purposes. These 
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networks may include systems for monitoring weather, water levels, 

seismic activity, or other relevant data. He highlighted the need to 

integrate the e xisting observatory setup to enhance forecasting 

capabilities in the state specifically of IMD & CWC as integration of these 

systems to improve the state's forecasting capabilities, particularly in the 

context of multi -hazard early warning systems is cruci al to save lives and 

reduced losses.  

 

5.14  On December 6th, 2023, a meeting was convened under the 

chairmanship of Sh. Balwan Chand, Joint Secretary (Revenue -DM), to 

discuss the Call Management System.  

 

 

5.15  On December 12th, 2023, a meeting was conducted under t he 

chairmanship of Shri D.C. Rana, Director cum Special Secretary Disaster 

Management, Government of Himachal Pradesh, aimed at assessing the 

capabilities and expertise of various private stakeholders in the field of 

landslide mitigation and early warning systems in the Himalayan region. 

The meeting was conducted virtually, with approximately 15 companies 

participating. Each company presented its profile before the committee, 

which comprised members from various institutions such as GSI, CBRI, 

NIT, ISRO, CW C, among others.  
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5.16  On December 23, 2023, the Director -cum -Special Secretary of Revenue 

and Disaster Management visited the National Institute of Technical 

Teachers Training and Research (NITTTR) to conduct a review of 

earthquake (EQ) retrofitting work. Th is visit likely aimed to assess the 

progress, quality, and effectiveness of EQ retrofitting projects undertaken 

by NITTTR.  

 

 

 

5.17  On January 18, 2024, a meeting on earthquake (EQ) retrofitting was 

convened under the chairmanship of the Director cum Special S ecretary 

of Revenue and Disaster Management. The meeting specifically focused 

on engaging technical institutions possessing expertise in earthquake -

related matters for the preparation of Detailed Project Reports (DPRs).  

The purpose of this meeting was like ly to gather input and expertise from 

technical institutions regarding earthquake retrofitting projects. The 

discussions may have involved sharing insights into best practices, innovative 

techniques, and technical considerations relevant to earthquake retr ofitting.  
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5.18  On January 10, 2024, a meeting was convened under the chairmanship 

of the Worthy Chief Secretary of Himachal Pradesh to review the status of 

Early Warning Systems installed at major dams. This meeting 

demonstrates a proactive approach by the  state government in ensuring 

the safety and resilience of critical infrastructure against potential 

disasters.  

 

5.19  On January 15, 2024, during the celebration of the 150th anniversary of 

the Indian Meteorological Department, Mr. Onkar Chand Sharma, IAS 

(Additional Chief Secretary - Revenue and Disaster Management, 

Himachal Pradesh) enhanced the grandeur of the conference held at the 

Shimla Meteorological Center as the chief guest along with other 

dignitaries.  

 

5.20  From February 5th to 9th, 2024, the Himachal Pradesh State Disaster 

Management Authority (HPSDMA) organized a Training Program on the 

Scheme for Promoting Amateur (HAM) and Community Radio for 

Alternate Communication During Emergencies. This program was 

conducted at the Himachal Pradesh Institute of Public Administration 

(HIPA). 

The objective of the training program was likely to enhance the 

capacity of participants in utilizing amateur radio (HAM) and community 
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radio systems for communication during emergencies. Such systems play 

a crucial role in en suring effective communication and coordination 

among response teams, authorities, and affected communities during 

disasters when conventional communication channels may be disrupted.  

Participants may have received training on various aspects, 

including th e setup and operation of amateur radio equipment, 

emergency communication protocols, disaster communication planning, 

and the role of community radio in disseminating information and alerts 

to the public during emergencies.  

By conducting this training prog ram, HPSDMA aimed to strengthen 

the state's disaster preparedness and response capabilities by equipping 

relevant stakeholders with the knowledge and skills necessary to leverage 

amateur and community radio networks for effective communication and 

coordina tion during emergencies.  

 

 

5.21  The first meeting of the Advisory Committee took place on February 12, 

2024, with Shri Prabodh Saxena, Worthy Chief Secretary of the 

Government of Himachal Pradesh, presiding over the meeting. 

Established by the state governmen t, the Advisory Committee serves as a 

platform to harness insights from domain experts specializing in 

Landslides, Earthquakes, Floods, Climate Change, and Disaster Risk 

Reduction. Its primary objective is to solicit advice and expertise to 

develop robust strategies, formulate policies, and undertake 

comprehensive planning. The focus is on addressing the multi -hazard 

vulnerability faced by the state of Himachal Pradesh. By convening this 

committee, the government aims to leverage specialized knowledge in 
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di saster management to enhance preparedness, response, and resilience 

across various sectors in the face of evolving natural challenges.  

 

Based on the final deliberations and discussions, the following 

recommendations were made: - 

¶ To prepare a Road Map for DRR in consonance with Sendai Frame Work 

envisaging Short Term Plans (2030), Medium Term Plans (2040) and Long 

term Plans (2050). These plans will be evolved with the expert guidance of 

all the Expert Committee Members who would give their valuable inputs 

/brief points for evolving disaster specific and sector specific plans for 

preparation of a broad Road Map for the State. The timeline to prepare 

the Action Plan was extended from March to June 2024.  

¶ State SDMA and SIDM needs to be strengthened which can d rive 

initiatives as core SDMA should have members and professionals.  

¶ PMU for long term recovery should also be constituted to undertake 

recovery plus risk reduction.  

¶ Early warming for flashfloods, landslides, forest fires and earthquakes 

need to be set up.  

¶ DRR needs to be integrated in critical infrastructure.  

¶ Shimla and Kinnaur districts may be piloted for all DRR related 

initiatives in the first phase.  

¶ Guidelines may be formulated for hill cutting to reduce the impact of 

landslides.  

¶ Micro Seismic Zonation  Studies will be conducted at Una, Hamirpur and 

Sunder Nagar towns under Micro Seismic Zonation program of MoES, 

Gol.  

¶ In order to reduce the seismic risk, earthquake based scenarios may be 

developed, so that risk reduction activities can be initiated and t o begin 

with, Shimla will be taken up in the Ist phase followed by Dharamshala 

and Mandi towns respectively.  
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¶ Establishing Cryosphere Commission at the State level creating 

centralised facility at the State level for sanctioning permission to the 

respective  institutions for carrying research in Himachal Himalaya.  

¶ Generating Cryosphere Climate Change Impact Assessment Reports 

before approving/planning major infrastructural projects in high altitude 

regions of the State.  

¶ High Mountain Regulation to regulate de velopmental activities addressing 

hazard threat from the glaciated regions.  

¶ Time bound actions are required for hazard specific management in view 

of the coming monsoon months.  

¶ One day discussions along with all Expert Members during March/April 

at Shimla in physical mode.  

 

5.22  On February 13, 2024, the 22nd Meeting of the State Executive 

Committee of the Himachal Pradesh State Disaster Management 

Authority (HPSDMA) was convened, chaired by Mr. Prabodh Saxena, 

Chief Secretary of the Government of Himachal Prade sh.  

 

5.23  Meeting on" Syllabus inclusion in NCERT and SCERT Books" held on 

13th February, 2024 under the Chairmanship of Sh.D.C.Rana, Director -

cum -Special Secretary (Rev -DM) to the Government of Himachal Pradesh.  

Based on the detailed discussions, the follo wing recommendations were made  

¶ DRR may start with the Nursery standard and onwards. It may start with 

coloring book, knowledge/knowhow about DRR and practical trainings  

¶ Introducing DM from 6 th  onwards  and accordingly syllabus is to be 

formulated and Princi pal, SCERT to take a lead in developing the 

syllabus accordingly. In 9 th  and 10 th  classes State specific syllabus may 

be added as supplementary material (20%) . 
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¶ The Principal SCERT may constitute a Committee taking relevant 

Members from Higher, Elementary a nd any other found to be suitable  

¶ The Committee may consult the Orissa and UP model before finalizing the 

syllabus for Himachal Pradesh which would give an insights and best 

practices from other regions to enhance the effectiveness of disaster 

management e ducation in Himachal Pradesh. Comparing and contrasting 

with other state boards can help to identify areas for improvement and 

ensure alignment with national standards and guidelines  

¶ Topics can be identified for supplementary text in relevance to the State  

vulnerability from 6 th  onwards and they may increase the topics 

gradually.  

¶ Designing activities that actively involve students in disaster 

management practices. These activities could include simulations, case 

studies, role -plays, group discussions, and p ractical exercises aimed at 

developing practical skills and increasing awareness.  

¶ Evaluation: Implementing a system for evaluating studentsõ 

understanding and proficiency in disaster management. This could 

involve regular assessments, projects, presentati ons, and exams focused 

on disaster ð rel ated topics. System of  qualifying examination may be 

considered.  

¶ In  order to proceed further in the matter, in principal approval of the 

Education Board and Secretary (Education)  in this regard may be 

obtained :-  

o In troduction of DRR from class 1 st  to 5th which  will be based on 

IEC and practical based learning.  

o Adding Supplementary  Reading / Text Books from class 6th - 8th 

with  provision of qualifying  examination involving all the subjects  

including D RR as indicated above.  

o Adding 20% State Specific content with respe ct to DRR in 9 th -10th 

Disaster  Management Text Books .  

 

5.24  On February 15th, 2024, a meeting was held between the HPSDMA, 

GoHP and the Collision for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI) to 

discuss techn ical support for developing disaster -resilient road 

infrastructure in Shimla town. The government had agreed to collaborate 

with CDRI on this initiative, focusing on two important roads in the city 

as a pilot study. The project was planned to be executed i n two phases: 

the Initial Mission and the Detailed Mission. During the meeting, it was 

decided that the state government would provide all operational support, 
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including liaising with line departments and facilitating field observations 

necessary for the s tudy. Technical teams from both the state government 

and CDRI were involved in the project implementation process.  

 

5.25  On March 1st, 2024, the 1st Project Scrutiny Committee (PSC) meeting 

was held under the chairmanship of Mr. Nishant Thakur, Deputy Project  

Manager (DPM) of the State Disaster Management Fund (SDMF) at the 

Himachal Pradesh Secretariat. The purpose of this committee meeting 

was likely to review and scrutinize proposed projects related to disaster 

management funded through the SDMF.  

 

5.26  On March  2nd, 2024, a review meeting under the chairmanship of Mr. 

Nishant Thakur, Deputy Project Manager (DPM), was convened to assess 

the progress and address challenges within the State Disaster 

Management Fund (SDMF) managed by the Himachal Pradesh State 

Disas ter Management Authority (HPSDMA). The primary focus of this 

meeting was likely to evaluate the advancement of ongoing projects 

funded through the SDMF and to identify any hurdles hindering their 

successful implementation.  
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6.  Orders  / Notifications  

 

6.1  On August 18, 2023, in response to the extensive damages caused by 

heavy rainfall in the state, the State Government declared the entire 

region as 'Naturally Disaster Affected Area'.  
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6.2  Stop the operations of all stone crusher irrespective of perenial ity , 

i.e. of both pernial and non ð perennial rivulets, on the Beas River 

and its tributaries till further order  ð dated 23 ð 08 ð 2023.  
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6.3  Ban on hill cutting for any kind of proviate development and 

construction activity for two weeks and ban on fresh planning 

permission for commercial /tourism units in Shimla, Mandi, Kullu , 

Kangra, Solan & Chamba districts.  

 


